
 PASTOR/RECTOR: Rev. Msgr. David G. LiPuma 
 

IN RESIDENCE: Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard 
 

PAROCHIAL VICARS:  Rev. Justin J. Steeg 
                Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv. 
 

DEACON:    Deacon Michael V. Comerford 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: 
 Monday-Friday:   8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Saturday:    9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday:     Closed 
 

SUNDAY MASSES:   
 Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. 
 Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (Folk Mass), 
  Noon (Choir), 4:30 p.m. 
 

HOLY DAY MASSES: Please see bulletin 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m. (Mon.-Sat.) 
             8:15 a.m. (Friday when school is in session) 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: 
 Saturday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. and 7:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Eve of Holy Day: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 Eve of First Friday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

SCHOOL: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY 
 Mrs. Carolyn M. Kraus, Principal 
 Phone: (716) 828-9434 
 E-mail: elementary@olvbasilica.org 
 Website: www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org 
 
RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
 Ms. Carmelann Zomeri, Director 
 Phone: (716) 828-9437 
 E-mail: religioused@olvbasilica.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM:  
 Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs 
 (716) 828-9424/dbosinski@olvbasilica.org 
 James Murphy, Gift Shop Manager 
 (716) 828-9433/olvgiftshop@olvbasilica.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM HOURS;  
 Daily      10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 
ROSARY:  Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, November 24, 2019 - Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA 

767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, New York  14218 
Phone: (716) 828-9444; FAX: (716) 828-9429 

E-mail: olvrectory@olvbasilica.org 
Website: www.olvbasilica.org  



 

A Message from the Pastor 
 

(Source: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops) 
 

On the last Sunday of each liturgical year, the Church celebrates 
the Solemnity of Christ the King. Pope Pius XI instituted this 
feast in 1925 with his encyclical Quas Primas (“In the first”) to 
respond to growing nationalism and secularism. He recognized 
that these related societal ills would breed increasing hostility 
against the Church. His encyclical reminds the faithful that, while 
governments and philosophies come and go, Christ reigns as King 
forever. 
 

The Kingdom is Holistic 
 

“The Kingdom, already present and growing in our midst, 
engages us at every level of our being and reminds us of the 
principle of discernment which Pope Paul VI applied to true 
development: it must be directed to ‘all men and the whole 
man’.” – Pope Francis, Evangelii gaudium, 181 
 

Secularism divides our public selves from our private selves.  
When governments limit the rights of religious ministries, 
secularists claim that religious freedom is not harmed because we 
still have freedom to worship – we are free in private but not in 
public. But the Kingdom of God calls us to a whole life of 
worship and service in the public square. We cannot worship on 
Sunday and then deny Christ’s teaching in the way we run our 
ministries throughout the week. Nationalism, on the other hand, 
divides our loyalties. It is good to love one’s country, but ultimate 
loyalty is due only to Christ and His Kingdom. Ideologies that ask 
us to put our nation above Christ and His Church are incompatible 
with service to the Kingdom. 
 

The Kingdom Demands Discipleship 
 

“Jesus is the center of creation; and so the attitude demanded of 
us as true believers is that of recognizing and accepting in our 
lives the centrality of Jesus Christ, in our thoughts, in our words 
and in our works.” – Homily of Pope Francis, Solemnity of Christ 
the King, November 24, 2013 
 

We must work every day, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to draw 
closer to Jesus. In our own increasingly “post-Christian” society, 
we cannot be complacent in our spiritual lives. To acknowledge 
the Kingship of Christ means that we should dedicate ourselves to 
prayer, to building up our families and our parish communities, 
and to bringing healing to a broken world. 
 

The Kingdom is Humble 
 

Jesus inaugurates a Kingdom that grows through humble acts of 
service. Even as her freedom to carry out her ministries is threatened, 
the Church must patiently continue to serve the poor, educate the 
young, welcome the migrant, visit the prisoner, heal the sick, bury 
the dead, and love others. 
 

“The kingdoms of this world at times are sustained by arrogance, 
rivalries and oppression; the reign of Christ is a ‘Kingdom of 
justice, love and peace.’ For a Christian, speaking of the power 
and strength means referring to the power of the Cross, and the 
strength of Jesus’ love: a love which remains steadfast and 
complete, even when faced with rejection, and it is shown as the 
fulfillment of a life expended in the total surrender of oneself for 
the benefit of humanity.” – Angelus Address of Pope Francis, 
Solemnity of Christ the King, November 22, 2015 
 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Pray for the canonization of our founder,  
Venerable Nelson Baker 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Our Parish offers a special Pre-Baptism preparation 
program for parents who desire to share their faith with 
their children. Parents-to-be must attend this class prior to 
the birth of their child. Baptisms are usually scheduled 
two times each month. Call the Rectory to register for 
classes. Godparents must be Confirmed and practicing 
Catholics. Non-parishioners are required to have a Letter 
of Recommendation to serve as a sponsor. 

 
Sacrament of Marriage: 

To be married in the Basilica, you must be an active 
parishioner for at least 9 months prior to setting a date. 
Engaged couples should contact the pastor before making 
other wedding arrangements. Couples are required to 
attend a Pre-Cana Conference, or equivalent pre-marriage 
preparation program. 

 
Letters of Recommendation: 

Recommendations to act as sponsors for Baptism or 
Confirmation can be issued only to registered members of 
Our Lady of Victory Parish who have received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, attend Mass and receive Holy 
Communion regularly, have their children attending a 
Catholic school or Religious Education class. If married, 
the marriage must be in conformity with the regulations of 
the Catholic Church. 

 
Devotions: 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins immediately 
after the 12:10 p.m. Mass in the Basilica on Fridays and 
concludes with Benediction at 5:00 p.m. 

 
First Friday: 

On the eve of the First Friday of each month there are 
confessions from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. Mass is celebrated at 
7:30 p.m. on First Friday. 

 
Care of the Sick: 

Please notify the rectory office for a visit to any family 
member who is sick, in the hospital or confined to home. 
Regular home Communion visits are usually on the First 
Friday of the month by a priest, deacon, or minister of the 
Eucharist. 

 
Tours: 

To schedule a tour of Our Lady of Victory Basilica, please 
contact Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs by 
email at dbosinski@ourladyofvictory.org or by phone at 
(716) 828-9424. 



Summary of the Readings 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

 

Americans have an uncomfortable relationship with kings. The 
American Revolution was fought for independence from King 
George, after all. Nonetheless, today every Catholic church 
around the world celebrates the Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, King of the Universe. Today’s feast invites us to look 
beyond our national loyalties and rejoice in our primary identity. 
We are children of God in Jesus, Christ the King. Our readings 
help us consider what it’s like to belong to God’s kingdom. The 
book of Samuel captures the deep longing of the Israelites for a 
king to shepherd them. Saint Paul reminds the Colossians that 
we belong to the kingdom of Christ, whose power he praises in 
a beautiful hymn. Finally, Luke’s Gospel calls to mind the kind 
of king Jesus chooses to be—a suffering servant, a man for 
others. By sacrificing his life for us, Jesus throws open the gates 
of Paradise.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
 

Happening This Week at OLV 
 

Sunday, November 24—Our Lord Jesus Christ, King 
of the Universe 
Campaign for Human Development Collection 
Altar & Rosary Bake Sale (MR) 
  8:40 a.m. Religious Ed. Classes (School) 
  1:00 p.m. RCIA (Rectory) 
  

Monday, November 25—St. Catherine of Alexandria 
11:00 a.m. School Thanksgiving Lunch by HSA (School) 
  7:00 p.m. Folk Group Practice (Mus R) 
 

Tuesday, November 26 
  6:30 p.m. Bible Study (Caf) 
  7:00 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Society Meeting (Rectory) 
  7:00 p.m. Rosary for Peace  (Bas) 
  NO Prayer Group Meeting  
 

Wednesday, November 27 
School Thanksgiving Recess 
 

Thursday, November 28—Thanksgiving Day 
Thanksgiving Day; Rectory & Gift Shop Closed 
  7:30 a.m. Mass (Bas) 
10:00 a.m. Mass & Food Procession (Bas) 
  

Friday, November 29 
Thanksgiving Holiday—Rectory & Gift Shop Closed 
  1:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration (Bas) 
 

Saturday, November 30—St. Andrew 
  1:00 p.m. Baptism (Bas) 
  2:00 p.m. Baptism (Bas) 
  3:00-4:00 & 7:00-7:30 p.m. Confessions  
  

Sunday, December 1—First Sunday of Advent 
  NO Religious Ed. Classes  
  NO Altar & Rosary Society Meeting 
  1:00 p.m. Altar & Rosary Society Christmas Party 
  1:00 p.m. RCIA (Rectory) 
  7:30 p.m. Messiah (Bas) 

SUNDAY  11/24/19  OUR LADY OF VICTORY               PAGE 3 

 
 
 

Week of November 24, 2019 
 

Saturday, November 23 
 4:30 Marion O’Neill Donahue by Family 
 

Sunday, November 24—Our Lord Jesus Christ, King 
of the Universe 
 8:00 James F. Sturckler by The Sturckler Family 
 10:00 Susan Krencik by Maureen Powers & Family 
 12:00 Peter & Sue Stoycoff by Maria Stoycoff Kren 
 4:30 Bobby Blatt (Anniversary) by Mary Anne Jackson 
 

Monday, November 25—St. Catherine of Alexandria 
 7:30 Our Lady of Victory Spiritual Association Members 
  Joseph Rybicki by Carol Tokarczyk 
 12:10 Emmett O’Leary by The O’Leary Family 
  Dec. Mem. of the Wypych Family by The Chiasera Fam. 
 

Tuesday, November 26 
 7:30 Special Intentions of Jessica, Heather & James T. Caputi 
  by Family 
  Geraldine “Geri” Sopczyk by Father David 
 12:10 Margaret Fancher by Anne Grieser 
  Dennis Torba by Betty Pukalo 
 

Wednesday, November 27 
 7:30 Arnold Robinson by Co-Worker 
 12:10 Michael II & Sam Chiodo by Mike & Paula Chiodo 
  Margaret Songin by Father Paul 
 

Thursday, November 28—Thanksgiving Day 
 7:30 For the People of the Parish 
 10:00 St. Vincent de Paul Mass & Food Procession 
 

Friday, November 29 
 7:30 Natale & Madeline Pietrocarlo by John & Mary Ann 
  Tiberio & Family 
  Patricia Schaefer & Denise Albano by Cindy & Dave 
  Schaefer 
 12:10 Joseph C. Bergen, Sr. by Catherine Bergen 
  Francis Smith & Family by Pat & John Shea 
 

Saturday, November 30—St. Andrew 
 7:30 Thomas Colern by Laura Deeds 
 12:10 Kevin Bartosz (Birth Rem.) by Wife, Denise, Children  
  & Mrs. J. 
 4:30 Louis, Ann & Donna Manzo by The Manzo Family 
 

Sunday, December 1—First Sunday of Advent 
 8:00 John Dusza by Grandson, David Sasiadek 
 10:00 Mary Powers by The Dick Powers Family 
 12:00 Living & Dec. Mem. of the Altar & Rosary Society 
 4:30 Robert & Kathleen Spahn by Family 
 



Message from the Pastor 
(Continued from Page 2) 

 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, here at Our Lady of 
Victory, as we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King, may 
Jesus Christ truly reign supreme in our hearts and in our minds.  
May we do our part by bringing Christ into the world, to our 
families and our friends and to all we meet, by the things that we 
say and things that we do. As the old hymn states so clearly and 
beautifully…“They will know we are Christians by our love!” 
 

Please join us on Thanksgiving Day for a special Mass of 
Thanksgiving at 10:00 a.m. and on behalf of Fr. Paul, Fr. 
Romulus and Fr. Justin, we pray that God will bless you and your 
loved ones with a Blessed and Happy Thanksgiving. 
 

I am deeply grateful for all that you do and all that you are for the 
Our Lady of Victory Basilica parish family. 
 

Fr. David 
 
 
 

School News 
 

Thanksgiving is a special time for us as Americans and as Catholics. 
We hit “pause” in our busy lives and take time to reflect on our 
many blessings, acknowledge these blessings and say, “thank 
you” for our family, our friends, and our God. Let us not forget 
that the word Eucharist means Thanksgiving and the greatest way 
we can show thankfulness is to accept the Eucharist each week at 
Mass. 
 

My personal Thanksgiving reflection will include a special thanks 
for the gift of our school, all of our parishioners, priests, families 
and students for the never ending support of the Our Lady of 
Victory family and community. 
 

May your blessings fill you with joy this Thanksgiving and may 
your Thanksgiving gathering be one to remember throughout the 
years. Happy Thanksgiving, Everyone, from our family to yours! 
 

Important Dates to Note: 
♦ November 25: H.S.A. Thanksgiving lunch for all students 

and staff. 11:00-11:40 a.m. grades K-5; 11:50 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Grades 6-8. 

♦ November 26: Marks close for the first trimester 
♦ November 27-December 1: Thanksgiving Recess 
 
 
 

2020 Sweepstakes Tickets Are Now Available 
 

Sweepstakes tickets are available after weekend Masses at the 
exit on the lower level of the Basilica or in the Rectory, Gift Shop 
and School Office during regular business hours. Each ticket is 
$50.00 and admits two people (21 and over) to the Sweepstakes 
Night on Saturday, March 7, 2020. We also are running a special 
that if you buy 5 tickets you get one free. The Sweeps Kickoff is 
on Saturday, December 7, 2019, in the school following the 4:30 
p.m. Mass. This is a gift gathering party and is also our first 
Early Bird Drawing! If you are able to help with the Sweepstakes 
Drawing on March 7, please contact Deniece Diamond at 716-
997-8125. 
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Our Weekly Offering 
Sunday, November 17th 

 

      Weekly: $ 10,804.96 
 Monthly: $ 59.00 
 Total: $ 10,863.96 
 

 Shrines $ 521.91 
 Pennies $ 8.90 
 Christmas $ 5.00 
 Christmas Flowers $ 105.00 
 All Saints $ 10.00 
 Catholic Univ. $ 3.00 
 Immac. Conception $ 2.00 
 Human Develop. $ 55.00 
 Fuel $ 362.00 
 

Baptisms 
 

We welcome Elsie Evelyn Clyde into our Parish Community. 
She was baptized on Friday, November 15, 2019 in Our Lady of 
Victory Basilica.  
 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development 
 

Please be generous in this week’s special collection, which 
supports the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. In 
the United States, one in six people live in poverty. Through 
this collection, you support programs that address the causes of 
poverty and provide a sustainable future for people across the 
country who struggle. In addition, 25% of the funds we collect 
will remain in our diocese to fund local antipoverty projects. 
Please prayerfully consider how you can support this collection 
and work on the margins. More information about the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development can be found at 
www.usccb.org/cchd/collection. 

 
Pro-Life 

 

We continue to follow the timeline of Mary’s pregnancy with 
Jesus. Week 36: Baby is now about 18 inches long from head to 
heel and weighs about 5 3/4 pounds. Steady weight gain is a 
hallmark of baby’s last weeks of pregnancy. Baby is now the 
size of a papaya. 
 

Angel Tree 
 

Baker Victory Services Angel Tree is here. Snow is falling and 
we have angels on the tree in the Basilica for you. Please 
choose a boy or girl and purchase a gift of gifts for them. They 
provide ideas but you are not obligated to purchase those items. 
We appreciate what you can give to make our children feel 
special during this Christmas season. Please attach the angel to 
the gift and return, unwrapped, to the Rectory by December 9. 
 

Breakfast with Santa 
 

All are welcome! Sunday, December 8, 2019. Two seatings: 
10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. OLV School Cafeteria. Pre-sale 
tickets $5.00 / $7.00 at the door. Includes: French toast sticks, 
sausage, mini pastries, fruit cocktail, coffee/tea/OJ/apple juice, 
framed picture with Santa and goodie bag, face painting. For 
more information, call Carm Zomeri at 828-7494. 
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$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

• One Free Month

• No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee

• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It

The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers
✂

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785

www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com
CST 2117990-70

an Official Travel
Agency of Apostleship

of the Sea-USA

DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full & Part Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

721050 Our Lady of Victory Basilica (B)

1234 ABBOTT RD. • LACKAWANNA
Independently Owned & Operated by Kevin Connelly

822-3402

www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

SUNDAY 3PM - 9PM 
MON-FRI 11AM - 10PM 
SAT 5PM - 10PM

BANQUETS UP TO 150 PEOPLE
SHOWERS • WEDDINGS RECEPTIONS
BIRTHDAY • ANNIVERSARIES • FUNERALS

ANY OCCASION

DAILY SPECIALS • HANDMADE DESSERTS
647 RIDGE RD., LACKAWANNA, NY 14218 (716) 824-9716

Jim Collins
HEATING & COOLING, INC.

“A Name You Can Trust”
Sales & Service • Lic. & Ins.

674-8500 • 822-2652

Jesus A to Z
Michael O’Neill McGrath, OSFS

A colorful Catholic ABC book for kids
and families! Includes a glossary of
questions to help adults pass on their
Catholic faith.

007199 9 x 12 Hardcover

$16.99 each • Special Offer — 2 for $25.00!

800-566-6150         www.wlpmusic.com

Standing on the Rock CD by James Wahl

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC
for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible

stories and the teachings of Jesus.
This is a new music collection for 

preschool children and those who are 
in early grade school.

$17.00 + S&H

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm

800-566-6150  •  www.wlpmusic.com

Saint Margaret Sunday Missal

Readings • Reflections • Prayers
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95

Designed to be

through 2030Your Personal

Prayer Companion

For Information ... Call

800.524.0263

www.jspaluch.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

Support Your Church & Bulletin.

Free professional ad design & my help!

email: sales@jspaluch.com

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.



If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Ventura’s CARSTAR Collision
5665 Lake Ave., Orchard Park, NY

716-827-5826
VISIT US ON THE WEB AT CARSTAR.COM/VENTURAS/

(An Associate of Sieck & Mast)

“The name that has served you for over 50 years”
Spacious Parking

250 Orchard Park Rd., West Seneca         828-1846Michael Cusack

Get this
weekly bulletin
delivered by
email - for FREE!

Sign up here:
https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

THE COLONIAL MEMORIAL CHAPELS, INC

3003 South Park Avenue

Lackawanna, NY 14218

716-824-3007
“Four Generations of Our Family Serving Yours”

Matthew J. Pasnik - Funeral Director
721050 Our Lady of Victory Basilica (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Southtowns Tax Service
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Individual & Business
Accounting & Tax Service

3368 Nash Road
Hamburg, NY 14075

(716) 675-4100

Michalek & Harrington
Attorneys at Law

“Let Our Family Handle All Your Family’s Legal Needs”
PAUL M. MICHALEK

JANE MICHALEK HARRINGTON
JEFFREY M. HARRINGTON

Parishioners
300 Center Road, West Seneca, NY 14224

(716) 675-6715

• Diamonds • Gem Stones • Watches • Repairs
Family Owned and Operated 

For Over 50 Years
1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza

Lackawanna, N.Y. 14218
(716) 822-1302

Taxi & Tours by Mary

481-0890
Reliable, Friendly & Reasonable
7 Days a Week — Time Orders
• Grocery & Prescription
• I will Shop & Drop Off
• Package Delivery Service
• No Destination Too Far
• Rates Vary On Service
• Battery Jump
*Senior Citizen Discounts*

34 Years Licensed & Experienced

When they had to choose a Reputable Funeral Firm to
arrange and perform the respectful transfer of

Father Nelson Baker to our beloved Basilica, they chose…

NORMAN E. GANNON & SONS, Inc.
FUNERAL HOME

1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

824-4000
Brenden, Brian & Patrick Gannon

Funerals ~ Cremations ~ Prearrangements

www.GANNONFUNERAL.com

Blessed Art Thou
MMootthheerr,,  LLaaddyy,,  MMyyssttiicc,,  QQuueeeenn

Art by Brother Michael O’Neill McGrath, OSFS
Prayers by Father Richard N. Fragomeni

Hardcover book $$3399..9955

800-566-6150
World Library Publications
the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.
www.wlpmusic.com

For a wide selection of Catholic

greeting cards, artwork, and

inspirational recordings, visit

wwwwww..wwllppmmuussiicc..ccoomm..

800-566-6150
World Library Publications

the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Wayside Family Restaurant
Open 24 Hours Daily

Breakfast Specials Served
till 2 PM Sat. & Sun.

2301 South Park 826-2279
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