
 

 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA 

 

767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, New York  14218 
Phone: (716) 828-9444; FAX: (716) 828-9429 

E-mail: olvrectory@ourladyofvictory.org 
Website: www.ourladyofvictory.org  

PASTOR:    Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard 
 

PAROCHIAL VICAR:   
  Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv. 
 

DEACON:    Deacon Michael V. Comerford 
Deacon Mario Racho 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: 
 Monday-Friday:   8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Saturday:    9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday:     Closed 
 

SUNDAY MASSES:   
 Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. 
 Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (Folk Mass), 
  Noon (Choir), 4:30 p.m. 
 

HOLY DAY MASSES: Please see bulletin 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m. (Mon.-Sat.) 
             8:15 a.m. (Monday, Friday during School Year) 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: 
 Saturday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. and 7:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Eve of Holy Day: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 Eve of First Friday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

SCHOOL: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY 
 Mrs. Carolyn M. Kraus, Principal 
 Phone: (716) 828-9434 
 E-mail: elementary@ourladyofvictory.org 
 Website: www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org 
 
RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
 Ms. Carmelann Ziccardi, Director 
 Phone: (716) 828-9437 
 E-mail: religioused@ourladyofvictory.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM:  
 Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs 
 (716) 828-9424/dbosinski@ourladyofvictory.org 
 Jerome Welsch, Jr., Gift Shop Manager 
              (716) 828-9433/olvgiftshop@ourladyofvictory.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM HOURS;  
 Daily    10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 
ROSARY:  Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, May 26, 2019 - Sixth Sunday of Easter 



 

A Message from Father Paul 
 

Congratulations to Deacon Denning Achidi, who was ordained 
to the Order of Deacon for the Diocese of Buffalo yesterday by 
Bishop Malone. Denning served our parish during his Pastoral 
Year (between his second and third year of Theology). He will 
assist for the first time as a deacon at our Noon Mass this Sunday, 
May 26. Denning will return to Christ the King Seminary for his 
last year of theological studies and will be assigned to St. Amelia’s 
parish, Tonawanda, for his deacon year. We wish him well in his 
ministry as a deacon and look forward to his ordination to priest-
hood next spring. 
 

Happy Memorial Day this Monday. It is the unofficial beginning 
of summer (although the weather doesn’t seem to be cooperating). 
On this day we remember all who have made the ultimate sacrifice 
in the service of their country. It has also become a holiday on 
which we remember all of our beloved deceased. We ask God’s 
blessing on all who have gone before us into God’s kingdom and 
especially remember those who gave their lives in defense of our 
country. 
 

Next Thursday, May 30, is the Feast of the Ascension, a holy 
day of obligation. It marks the 40th day after Easter, when Jesus 
returned to the right hand of the Father after his Resurrection. The 
Vigil Mass will be at 7:30 p.m. on May 29th. Masses on the Holy 
Day itself, will be at 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
 

Next Saturday, June 1, Deacon Mario will be ordained to the 
priesthood by Bishop Malone, at St. Joseph’s Cathedral at 9:30 
a.m. Since he arrived in this country from the Philippines, our 
rectory has been Mario’s home-away-from-home. Congratulations 
to Mario on his ordination. If you are able, please join him for his 
First Mass next Sunday, June 2, here at the Basilica at Noon. A 
reception will be held following the Mass. Please join him and his 
family, if you can. Mario’s first assignment as a priest will be to 
St. Mary’s parish, Lancaster. We pray that God will bless his 
ministry there. 
 

Our new Parochial Vicar, Justin Steeg, will also be ordained on 
the same day as Mario by Bishop Malone. We look forward to 
his arrival here in mid-June.   
 

We are quickly coming to the time when we will be engraving 
new memorials in the Garden of the Sacred Heart in front of 
the rectory. For the last several years, this garden has been a 
place where individuals or families can memorialize loved ones 
or special occasions. Since it is more cost effective to do this 
engraving when we have a number of memorials, now is the time 
to  submit your request for these memorials. You will find the 
brochures giving the specifications for these engravings in the 
Basilica, or you may pick one up at the rectory.     
 

You may know that we have a group of volunteers who count  
the weekend collection weekly. They are dedicated and generous 
with their time. You can help make their job a bit easier by not 
taping or stapling your weekly collection envelope. By not doing 
these things, you will make their task a bit easier and quicker. 
Thank you.  
 

May Jesus, our Savior, bless you and Our Lady of Victory watch 
over you. 
 

Ytà{xÜ ctâÄ   
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Pray for the canonization of our founder,  
Venerable Nelson Baker 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Our Parish offers a special Pre-Baptism preparation 
program for parents who desire to share their faith with 
their children. Parents-to-be must attend this class prior to 
the birth of their child. Baptisms are usually scheduled 
two times each month. Call the Rectory to register for 
classes. Godparents must be Confirmed and practicing 
Catholics. Non-parishioners are required to have a Letter 
of Recommendation to serve as a sponsor. 

 
Sacrament of Marriage: 

To be married in the Basilica, you must be an active 
parishioner for at least 9 months prior to setting a date. 
Engaged couples should contact the pastor before making 
other wedding arrangements. Couples are required to 
attend a Pre-Cana Conference, or equivalent pre-marriage 
preparation program. 

 
Letters of Recommendation: 

Recommendations to act as sponsors for Baptism or 
Confirmation can be issued only to registered members of 
Our Lady of Victory Parish who have received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, attend Mass and receive Holy 
Communion regularly, have their children attending a 
Catholic school or Religious Education class. If married, 
the marriage must be in conformity with the regulations of 
the Catholic Church. 

 
Devotions: 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins immediately 
after the 12:10 p.m. Mass in the Basilica on Fridays and 
concludes with Benediction at 5:00 p.m. 

 
First Friday: 

On the eve of the First Friday of each month there are 
confessions from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. Mass is celebrated at 
7:30 p.m. on First Friday. 

 
Care of the Sick: 

Please notify the rectory office for a visit to any family 
member who is sick, in the hospital or confined to home. 
Regular home Communion visits are usually on the First 
Friday of the month by a priest, deacon, or minister of the 
Eucharist. 

 
Tours: 

To schedule a tour of Our Lady of Victory Basilica, please 
contact Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs by 
email at dbosinski@ourladyofvictory.org or by phone at 
(716) 828-9424. 



 
 

Summary of the Readings 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“There arose no little dissension and debate.” Did that happen 
at work this week? Most of us can recall run-ins with coworkers, 
even with the boss. Did it happen while socializing with friends? 
Go easy on politics, religion . . . even sports. At home? Even the 
most peaceful household experiences a little “give and take” now 
and then. So where was it that “there arose no little dissension 
and debate”? That tumultuous conflict occurred among our first 
Christian ancestors, disrupting the community life of the early 
church. But today’s Acts of the Apostles shows how beautifully 
the Holy Spirit, promised by Jesus in today’s Gospel, helped 
the church achieve a grace-filled resolution. What evolved was 
that “reconciled diversity,” often encouraged by Pope Francis 
and even envisioned in today’s Revelation passage; and a 
wondrous experience of Jesus’ promised Gospel gift: “Peace I 
leave with you; my peace I give to you.”  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
 

Happening This Week 
 

Sunday, May 26—Sixth Sunday of Easter 
12:00 p.m. Denning’s First Mass as a Deacon (Bas) 
  1:15 p.m. Baptisms (Bas) 
 

Monday, May 27—St. Augustine of Canterbury 
Memorial Day; School Holiday; Rectory & Gift Shop Closed  
 7:00 p.m. Folk Group Practice (Mus R) 
  

Tuesday, May 28 
  7:00 p.m. St. Vincent de Paul Society Meeting (R) 
  7:00 p.m. Rosary for Peace (Bas) 
  7:30 p.m. Prayer Group Meeting (SC) (MR) 
 

Wednesday, May 29 
  7:30 p.m. Vigil Mass for the Ascension (Bas) 
 

Thursday, May 30—The Ascension of the Lord 
Holy Day of Obligation: Masses at 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m.,  
12:10 p.m.; 4:30 p.m.  
 1:00 p.m. Legion of Mary (MR) 
  7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (Mus R) 
 

Friday, May 31—The Visitation of the BVM 
  1:00-5:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration (Bas) 
  2:00-3:00 p.m. Pro-Life Holy Hour (IH) 
 

Saturday, June 1—St. Justin 
  9:30 a.m. Mario’s Ordination to Priesthood (Cathedral) 
11:30 a.m. Reception for Mario (Caf) 
  3:00-4:00 & 7:00-7:30 p.m. Confessions 
 

Sunday, June 2—Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Coffee & Donuts after Morning Masses (MR) 
10:00 a.m. Lackawanna Fire Fighters Annual Mass (Bas) 
11:00 a.m. Altar & Rosary Society Meeting (Mus R) 
12:00 p.m. Mario’s First Mass (Bas); Reception (Caf) 
  2:00 p.m. Baptisms (Bas) 

 
 
 

Week of May 26, 2019 
 

Saturday, May 25 
 4:30 Louis, Ann & Donna Manzo by The Manzo Family 
 

Sunday, May 26—Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 8:00 Loretta McNamara by Deacon & Mrs. Comerford 
 10:00 Robert Ward, Sr. by Deborah Russell 
 12:00 Rev. William Bush (living) by John & Lorraine Lee 
 4:30 Norbert (Leo) Handzlik by Daughter, Linda Klice 
 

Monday, May 27—St. Augustine of Canterbury 
 7:30 Michael Thompson by Mike & Maureen Colern 
  Living & Dec. Mem. of the Martin & Florence Croes  
  Family by Matthew Croes 
 12:10 Louis DePasquale (Death Ann.) by Sisters 
  Claire McGuire by Michelle McGuire 
 

Tuesday, May 28 
 7:30 John Idzior  
 12:10 Ed Walentynowicz by Joan Lejca 
  Lucille Gregoire-Koba & Ted Koba (40th Wed. Ann.)  
  by Loving Family 
 

Wednesday, May 29 
 7:30 Nicholas J. Vertalino by Family 
 12:10 Walter Burdzy by The Swiech Family 
  Michael (dec.) & Sheila LoVullo (Wed. Ann.) by 
  Sheila, Brendan & Megan LoVullo 
 7:30 Mary Pawenski by Tammy & Mike 
  

Thursday, May 30—The Ascension of the Lord 
 7:30 Bernice M. Cullinan by Mike & Maureen Colern 
 9:00 Peter & Marianne Slaski by Estate 
  Special Intention of Nicole Nye (living) by Aunt Francine 
  Corto 
 12:10 Robert, Sr., Florence Opiel & Robert Opiel, Jr. by Family 
  John & Sophie Pientka by Mary & Ron Hageman 
 4:30 Dennis Pietraszewski by Marlene & Khristin 
  Mary M. Kashino by Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Beres & Fam. 
 

Friday, May 31—The Visitation of the BVM 
 7:30 Intercession of Fr. Baker for Matthew Mytych (living) 
  by Lee & Barb Mytych 
 8:15 Our Lady of Victory Spiritual Association Members 
 12:10 Larry & Florence Rams by Estate 
  In Thanksgiving, Vincent & Theresa Barrett (50th Wed.  
  Ann.) (living) by Theresa Barrett 
 

Saturday, June 1—St. Justin 
 7:30 Alfred Rosenow by Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Walker 
 12:10 Maureen Branch by Donald & Carol Dempsey 
 4:30 Pat & Marilyn Gallagher (Mem. Wed. Ann.) by Loving 
  Wife, Marilyn 
 

Sunday, June 2—Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 8:00 James, Frances & Mary Kathryn Schaeffer by Estate 
 10:00 Louis & Neil DiSarno by The DiSarno Family 
 12:00 Living & Dec. Mem. of the Altar & Rosary Society 
 4:30 Phyllis C. Partacz by Chester Partacz 
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Sunday, May 19th 
 

      Weekly: $ 12,559.90 
 Monthly: $ 340.00 
 Total: $ 12,899.90 
 

 Shrines $ 1,519.06 
 Pennies $ 111.00 
 Ascension $ 5.00 
 Latin Am. & Africa $ 664.00 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Brian Andrew Christman & Rheanna Elizabeth Gallego 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome John Patrick Fanelli and Averie Victoria Grande 
into our Parish Community. They were baptized on Sunday, 
May 19, 2019 in Our Lady of Victory Basilica.  
 
 
 
 

Pro-Life 
 

We continue to follow the timeline of Mary’s pregnancy with 
Jesus. Week 10: this is a big week! Eyelids begin to fuse 
together and completely cover the eyes. Baby begins performing 
occasional breathing motions and now has 4,000 body parts that 
are found in adults. Your baby, that began as a single cell, now 
possesses 1 billion specialized cells, forming nearly all 
components of all body systems. Baby is the size of a cherry 
tomato. 

 
 

 
 

Vocation Thought 
 

Today we hear that all people, regardless of where they come 
from, are called to dwell in the heavenly Jerusalem. Christ has 
appointed people to remind His children of this, and to help 
them to live accordingly. If God is calling you to a Church 
vocation, call Father Andrew Lauricella at 716-847-5535. Read 
the “Priest of the Month” stories at www.buffalovocations.org. 
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Important Dates to Note: 
♦ May 29: Fourth Grade NYS Science performance Exam 
♦ May 31: Character Traits for the month of May 
 
 
 
 

Immersion Trip Update 
 

To the People of the Parish, 
 

It has been a few weeks since my Los Angeles Immersion Trip, 
yet it still feels like yesterday that I was serving meals within Skid 
Row. Words can’t even begin to describe the amazing experience I 
had in LA. Any feelings of anxiety I had leading up to the trip 
were quelled almost instantly. It was incredible to me how much 
of a profound impact my group was having on people with simply 
a quick greeting or a smile. Our efforts were greatly appreciated 
by the various mission staffs that we interacted with. I would 
love to run you through our day by day itinerary, but unfortunately, 
the bulletin is only so big. Thank you, again, for your generous 
contributions to my fundraising efforts because without you, the 
people of the parish, this unforgettable experience might not 
have been possible! God bless! 

Chris Heitzhaus 
 
 

 
Parish Council Nominations 

 

This is the time of the year when we take nominations for 
membership on the Parish Council. The term begins in 
September 2019 and runs for 3 years. You may nominate a 
fellow parishioner, or you may nominate yourself. Nominees 
need to be 18 years old or older, and a member of OLV parish in 
good standing. If you are nominating someone other than 
yourself, please check with them first to make sure they are 
willing to be nominated. Nominations close May 27. 

 

Parish Council Nomination 
 

I nominate _____________________________________ 
for membership on the Parish Council. 
 

Nominee’s address: 
______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

Nominee’s Phone Number: ________________________ 
 

Please place this in the collection basket on the weekend 
or return by mail to: 

Rectory 
767 Ridge Road 

Lackawanna, NY  14218. 
 

Nominations close May 27. 
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DO YOU HAVE SALES EXPERIENCE? ARE YOU WELL
NETWORKED IN THE LOCAL COMMUNITY?

J.S. PALUCH COMPANY
NATIONAL PUBLISHER OF CHURCH BULLETINS

• Full & Part Time Positions Available with Excellent Earning Potential!

• Medical Benefits, 401K, Life & AD&D Insurance Available

• Excellent Commission Compensation Program

Interested? Call Kay Leane 1.800.621.5197 x2823
or Email Resume to RECRUITING@JSPALUCH.COM

www.jspaluch.com

EARN MONEY!
DO GOOD! MAKE A

POSITIVE IMPACT!

Ventura’s CARSTAR Collision
5665 Lake Ave., Orchard Park, NY

716-827-5826
VISIT US ON THE WEB AT CARSTAR.COM/VENTURAS/

(An Associate of Sieck & Mast)

“The name that has served you for over 50 years”
Spacious Parking

250 Orchard Park Rd., West Seneca         828-1846Michael Cusack

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Standing on the Rock CD by James Wahl

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC
for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible

stories and the teachings of Jesus.
This is a new music collection for 

preschool children and those who are 
in early grade school.

$17.00 + S&H

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm

THE COLONIAL MEMORIAL CHAPELS, INC

3003 South Park Avenue

Lackawanna, NY 14218

716-824-3007
“Four Generations of Our Family Serving Yours”

Matthew J. Pasnik - Funeral Director
721050 Our Lady of Victory Basilica (A) www.jspaluch.com                                                       For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-524-0263

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit
MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Southtowns Tax Service
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

Individual & Business
Accounting & Tax Service

3368 Nash Road
Hamburg, NY 14075

(716) 675-4100

Michalek & Harrington
Attorneys at Law

“Let Our Family Handle All Your Family’s Legal Needs”
PAUL M. MICHALEK

JANE MICHALEK HARRINGTON
JEFFREY M. HARRINGTON

Parishioners
300 Center Road, West Seneca, NY 14224

(716) 675-6715

• Diamonds • Gem Stones • Watches • Repairs
Family Owned and Operated 

For Over 50 Years
1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza

Lackawanna, N.Y. 14218
(716) 822-1302

Taxi & Tours by Mary
481-0890

Reliable, Friendly & Reasonable
7 Days a Week — Time Orders
• Grocery & Prescription
• I will Shop & Drop Off
• Package Delivery Service
• No Destination Too Far
• Rates Vary On Service
• Battery Jump
*Senior Citizen Discounts*

27 Years Licensed & Experienced

When they had to choose a Reputable Funeral Firm to
arrange and perform the respectful transfer of

Father Nelson Baker to our beloved Basilica, they chose…

NORMAN E. GANNON & SONS, Inc.
FUNERAL HOME

1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

824-4000
Brenden, Brian & Patrick Gannon

Funerals ~ Cremations ~ Prearrangements

www.GANNONFUNERAL.com

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
�Ambulance
�Police  �Fire
�Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

For a wide selection of Catholic

greeting cards, artwork, and

inspirational recordings, visit

wwwwww..wwllppmmuussiicc..ccoomm..

800-566-6150
World Library Publications

the music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

Wayside Family Restaurant
Open 24 Hours Daily

Breakfast Specials Served
till 2 PM Sat. & Sun.

2301 South Park 826-2279
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