
 PASTOR/RECTOR: Rev. Msgr. David G. LiPuma 
 

IN RESIDENCE: Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard 
 

PAROCHIAL VICARS:  Rev. Justin J. Steeg 
                Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv. 
 

DEACON:    Deacon Michael V. Comerford 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: 
 Monday-Friday:   8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Saturday:    9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday:     Closed 
 

SUNDAY MASSES:   
 Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. 
 Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (Folk Mass), 
  Noon (Choir), 4:30 p.m. 
 

HOLY DAY MASSES: Please see bulletin 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m. (Mon.-Sat.) 
             8:15 a.m. (Friday when school is in session) 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: 
 Saturday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. and 7:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Eve of Holy Day: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 Eve of First Friday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

SCHOOL: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY 
 Mrs. Carolyn M. Kraus, Principal 
 Phone: (716) 828-9434 
 E-mail: elementary@olvbasilica.org 
 Website: www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org 
 
RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
 Ms. Carmelann Zomeri, Director 
 Phone: (716) 828-9437 
 E-mail: religioused@olvbasilica.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM: 
 James Murphy, Gift Shop Manager 
 (716) 828-9433/olvgiftshop@olvbasilica.org 
 Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs 
 (716) 828-9424/dbosinski@olvbasilica.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM HOURS;  
 Sun./Mon./Tues./Fri./Sat.   10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday, Thursday              Closed 
 
ROSARY:  Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, March 22, 2020 - Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA 

767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, New York  14218 
Phone: (716) 828-9444; FAX: (716) 828-9429 

E-mail: olvrectory@olvbasilica.org 
Website: www.olvbasilica.org  



 

A Message from the Pastor 
 

My heartfelt prayers are with you and your loved ones as we 
journey through these unprecedented and challenging times as a 
result of the coronavirus. I want to begin by sharing with you 
the words of the Prophet Isaiah that I have on a bookmark in my 
breviary (daily prayer book) that I read each morning: Do not 
fear: I am with you; do not be anxious: I am your God. I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with My 
victorious right hand.” – Isaiah 41:10. I hope these words bring 
you some measure of comfort in these very uncertain times. 
 

More than ever, we need to rely on our faith, our hope and our 
trust in God. I know we are all deeply troubled by the 
announcement that we cannot celebrate Public Masses at this 
time. However, we have to be mindful of the health and well-
being of everyone, especially our senior members and those 
whose health is fragile or compromised in any way. In working 
with OLV Charities, I am pleased to announce that, as of this 
weekend, we will be able to provide a taped Sunday Mass 
celebrated here in Our Lady of Victory Basilica. The Mass can 
be accessed on our website at olvbasilica.org and will be 
updated every Saturday afternoon with the respective weekend 
Mass, as long as we are unable to have Public Masses with a 
congregation. I encourage you to watch and pray the Mass in 
your home at your convenience and to make a “spiritual 
communion.” I also want to share some quotes with you from 
Rev. Sam Sawyer, S.J. from an article he authored for America 
Magazine titled “On watching a Mass on YouTube at which I 
was scheduled to preside”: 
 

“Every Mass is a Mass for the salvation of the world, because 
every Mass is Christ’s sacrifice for all of us… The Mass has 
power whether we are able to be there in person or not; it has 
power even if it can only be celebrated under limited and 
restricted circumstances, because God is not bound by 
circumstance… Some people may suggest that recognizing the 
power of the Mass should make us so courageous that we throw 
caution to the winds and trust in God to protect us—“Don’t you 
trust God more than you fear the coronavirus?” they ask. But 
that gets the question of trust exactly backward. Trust God 
enough to know that Mass is being offered for all of us, all over 
the world, in small chapels in religious houses and in 
cathedrals that are eerily empty of people, in hospitals and 
prisons, with people joining in prayer via YouTube and 
Facebook Live and radio and local access cable television and 
every other form of communication that human innovation has 
devised… Trust that the scientific knowledge that tells us how 
necessary it is to limit large public gatherings is itself a gift of 
God. And that gift calls us to exercise our charity by 
recognizing that every time we can avoid the risk of catching or 
passing on this epidemic, we are acting in solidarity with those 
who are most vulnerable to this disease, with the public health 
workers who are heroically on the front lines of this crisis and 
indeed with the whole world. Trust that God gives us courage in 
order to act wisely and not just boldly. And above all, trust that 
it is God who makes the Mass and the Eucharist both possible 
and powerful. And that power is sufficient even if we are limited 
to participating through a livestream.” 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Pray for the canonization of our founder,  
Venerable Nelson Baker 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Our Parish offers a special Pre-Baptism preparation 
program for parents who desire to share their faith with 
their children. Parents-to-be must attend this class prior to 
the birth of their child. Baptisms are usually scheduled 
two times each month. Call the Rectory to register for 
classes. Godparents must be Confirmed and practicing 
Catholics. Non-parishioners are required to have a Letter 
of Recommendation to serve as a sponsor. 

 
Sacrament of Marriage: 

To be married in the Basilica, you must be an active 
parishioner for at least 9 months prior to setting a date. 
Engaged couples should contact the pastor before making 
other wedding arrangements. Couples are required to 
attend a Pre-Cana Conference, or equivalent pre-marriage 
preparation program. 

 
Letters of Recommendation: 

Recommendations to act as sponsors for Baptism or 
Confirmation can be issued only to registered members of 
Our Lady of Victory Parish who have received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, attend Mass and receive Holy 
Communion regularly, have their children attending a 
Catholic school or Religious Education class. If married, 
the marriage must be in conformity with the regulations of 
the Catholic Church. 

 
Devotions: 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins immediately 
after the 12:10 p.m. Mass in the Basilica on Fridays and 
concludes with Benediction at 5:00 p.m. 

 
First Friday: 

On the eve of the First Friday of each month there are 
confessions from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. Mass is celebrated at 
7:30 p.m. on First Friday. 

 
Care of the Sick: 

Please notify the rectory office for a visit to any family 
member who is sick, in the hospital or confined to home. 
Regular home Communion visits are usually on the First 
Friday of the month by a priest, deacon, or minister of the 
Eucharist. 

 
Tours: 

To schedule a tour of Our Lady of Victory Basilica, please 
contact Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs by 
email at dbosinski@olvbasilica.org or by phone at (716) 
828-9424. 



Message from the Pastor 
(Continued from Page 2) 

 

I look forward to the day when this crisis is behind us and we 
can once again gather in our beautiful Basilica for Mass. But in 
the meantime as we move forward through this unchartered 
territory, I want to assure you that, every day, Fr. Paul, Fr. 
Romulus, Fr. Justin and myself offer a private Mass in the 
rectory for you and your intentions. We will continue to honor 
the requested Mass intentions as listed in the bulletin each 
week. In order to continue to strengthen you and your spiritual 
life during this crisis, I encourage you to do the following: 
 

• Watch and pray the taped Mass on the weekend via our 
website and other social media outlets. 

• Join me in solidarity as I pray a daily rosary for the end 
of the coronavirus and the health and well-being of our 
community. “Our Lady of Victory…Pray for us!” 

• Pray the Father Baker Prayer 
• If you are able come and spend some quiet time in the 

Basilica, we remain open for personal prayer every day 
from 6:30 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

• Please stay connected to our parish via our website. The 
weekly bulletin will continue to be available online and 
printed copies will be available at the entrances to the 
Basilica every weekend. 

• Bishop Barron’s Word on Fire Catholic Ministries is also 
offering daily Mass online: https://www.wordonfire.org/
daily-mass.  

• Please call neighbors, family and friends who may be 
alone and check to see if they need anything. 

 

And please send in your weekly offertory envelope by mailing 
it to the rectory. This is your historic Basilica and our wonderful 
parish; we need to continue to provide the necessary support to 
maintain our facilities and provide for our parish ministries. 
Thank you for all that you have done and continue to do. 
 

Finally, I will continue to keep you informed. Please take every 
precaution to care for yourself and your family. I conclude with 
a prayer that I have shared before and which gives me great 
consolation, especially in times like this: 
 

“Let nothing disturb you, Let nothing frighten you, All 
things are passing away: God never changes. Patience 
obtains all things. Whoever has God lacks nothing; God 
alone suffices.”  

– St. Teresa of Avila 
 

Be assured of my love and prayers! Our Lady of Victory…Pray 
for us! 
 

Fr. David 
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Week of March 22, 2020 
 

Saturday, March 21 
 4:30 Mary Sikorski by June Kij & Family 
 

Sunday, March 22—Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 8:00 Brian Maraschiello by Mom, Geri Maraschiello 
 10:00 Charlie, Kay, Mary & Meg Friedman by Family 
 12:00 James Kern by Wife, Maria Kern 
 4:30 Fr. Edward Czarnecki by Parishioners of OMGC & 
  Friends 
 

Monday, March 23—St. Turibius of Mogrovejo 
 7:30 For the People of the Parish 
  Susan Aguilar (Living, healing) by Susan Aguilar 
 12:10 Francis E. Downey by Family 
 

Tuesday, March 24 
 7:30 OLV Charities House Blessing Mass 
 12:10 Frances Dalessandro by Family 
  Stanley & Alberta Grupka by Ron & Mary Hageman 
 

Wednesday, March 25—The Annunciation of the 
Lord 
 7:30 Patrick Gallagher (Birth Rem.) by Loving Wife, Marilyn 
  Susan Aguilar (Living, healing) by Susan Aguilar 
 12:10 Norman Brown by Tom & Mary Glomb 
  Elizabeth Kuzemsky by Joanne Brunner 
 

Thursday, March 26 
 7:30 Ignacy, Aniela, Andrew, Edward, Peter Kaczmarczyk & 
  Neil Vidrine by Pat & Daughters 
 12:10 David M. Milosich by Steve & Donna Gelle 
  All Souls at Holy Cross Cemetery & Their Families  
 

Friday, March 27 
 7:30 Michael Allman by Dianne Bosinski 
 8:15 Our Lady of Victory Spiritual Association Members 
  Laura Mancuso by Whitney Boettcher 
 12:10 Mario Inglese by Father David 
 7:00 Stations of the Cross (Prayed privately) 
 7:30 Susan Aguilar (Living, healing) by Susan Aguilar 
 

Saturday, March 28 
 7:30 Ed Monken by Tom & Celia Kannall 
 12:10 Russ & Son, Jamie DiLorenzo by Darlene DeFrancesco 
 4:30 Thomas & Regina Lewis by Family 
 

Sunday, March 29—Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 8:00 Virginia Muniak by Family 
 10:00 Victor J. Stachowski, Jr. by Son, Gregory Stachowski 
 12:00 Ted Swiech (Anniversary) by The Swiech Family 
 4:30 Wanda Slaski by The Slaski Estate 

While Masses have been temporarily suspended due to 
health concerns, the priests at Our Lady of Victory are 
saying private Masses. The intentions listed will be 
offered at these private Masses until further notice. 



 
 
 
 

 

Sunday, March 22—Fourth Sunday of Lent 
11:00 a.m. Baptism 
12:00 p.m. RCIA (Rectory) 
  1:00 p.m. RCIA (Rectory) 
 

Monday, March 23—St. Turibius of Mogrovejo 
  First Reconciliation for Grade 2 has been postponed 
  7:00 p.m. Folk Group Practice (Mus R) 
 

Tuesday, March 24 
  7:00 p.m. Rosary for Peace  (Bas) 
  NO Prayer Group Meeting  
 

Wednesday, March 25—The Annunciation of the 
Lord 
  6:30 p.m. Finance Council Meeting (Rectory) 
 

Thursday, March 26 
  6:00 p.m. Legion of Mary Meeting (MR) 
  7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (Mus R) 
  

Friday, March 27 
  1:00-5:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration (Bas) 
  Stations of the Cross (Prayed privately) 
 

Saturday, March 28 
  3:00-4:00 & 7:00-7:30 p.m. Confessions  
 

Sunday, March 29—Fifth Sunday of Lent 
12:00 p.m. RCIA (Rectory) 
  1:00 p.m. RCIA (Rectory) 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sunday Walk-In Tours 
 

The Sunday Walk-in Tours of the Basilica  
at 1:00 p.m. and 2:00 p.m.  

have been suspended 
until further notice. 
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Summary of the Readings 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will 
give you light” (Ephesians 5:14). We are at the midpoint of 
our Lenten journey of conversion. As always, God never 
gives up on us, especially those who have “fallen asleep” 
along the road to conversion. The most powerful stories of 
conversion are proclaimed during these final weeks of Lent. 
They have the power to shake us out of our sleep. Today’s 
Gospel story of the healing of the man born blind exposes 
the real blindness in the time of Christ—the blindness of the 
self-righteous religious leaders. In a few weeks, at the Easter 
Vigil, the Church will proclaim “Christ our Light” as the 
paschal candle is carried into darkened churches throughout 
the world. May the darkness of sin that still pervades our 
lives, communities, and world, be dispelled by the Christ 
who comes to bring sight to the blind and light to the world.  
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 
 
 
 

Box Tops for Education Labels 
 

You can help support our school. Please check your 
grocery purchases for Box Tops for Education labels. If 
you have any labels, please cut them and donate in the 
box in the front of the church. Our Lady of Victory 
Elementary School earns 10 cents for each label collected. 
We appreciate your support. Box Tops for Education 
labels can be found on Kleenex, Glad, Hefty and many 
other brand name products. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Bible Study 

 

The Bible Study classes held on Tuesday evenings in the 
Cafeteria will be cancelled until further notice. 
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Altar & Rosary Holy Thursday Excursion 

 

Come join us on a pilgrimage to seven churches to pray in 
front of the Blessed Sacrament on Holy Thursday evening, 
April 9. A bus will leave from the Basilica parking lot at 8:30 
p.m. (after the 7:00 p.m. Mass) and return at approximately 
11:30 p.m. after visiting churches on Abbott Road, Seneca 
Street and in West Seneca. Cost is $10 per person, payable in 
advance. For more information and reservations, please call 
Mary Anne Jackson at 864-0747. 
 
 
 

The Pontifical Good Friday Collection 
 

Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the 
Pontifical Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians 
in the Holy Land. Your support helps the church minister 
in parishes, provide Catholic schools and offer religious 
education. The Pontifical Good Friday Collection 
provides humanitarian aid to refugees. When you 
contribute to the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, you 
become an instrument of peace and join with Catholics 
around the world in solidarity with the Church in the Holy 
Land. For more information about Christians in the Holy 
Land, visit www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Decorating at OLV Basilica 
Volunteers Needed 

 

As we prepare for Holy Week and the celebration of 
Easter, volunteers are needed to help decorate the Basilica 
and to water the Easter flowers throughout the Easter 
season. 
 

If you would like to help, please join us in the 
Basilica. We will decorate for Palm Sunday on Friday 
evening, April 3, following the 7:30 p.m. Mass. We will 
decorate for Easter on Good Friday evening, April 10, 
following the 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross. 
 

Also, if you are able to assist with watering the flowers 
through-out the Easter season, a watering schedule will be 
posted in the work sacristy, where you can sign up for the 
day(s) of your choice. We need volunteers for weekdays 
and after weekend Masses to keep our flowers well-
watered and looking beautiful! 
 

For questions about volunteering, or more information, 
please contact Gregory Stachowski at 716-949-1085. All 
are welcome to come and help us prepare our beautiful 
Basilica for the celebration of Holy Week and Easter! 
 
 
 
 

Care for Creation 
Suggestion to Help Care for our Common Home 

 

Substitute what is in your fridge or cupboard for similar 
items in a recipe, i.e. half a pasta sauce jar in place of 
tomato paste, applesauce for oil, lemon juice for vinegar, 
sugar and molasses for brown sugar and milk and lemon 
juice for buttermilk. 
 
 
 
 

Did You Know? 
 

Our Lady of Victory National Shrine and Basilica’s 
weekly bulletin can be viewed online. Visit the parish 
website at www.olvbasilica.org. Go to Masses and 
Sacraments, then click on Weekly Bulletin and select the 
date of the bulletin you wish to view. 

Lenten Services at Our Lady of Victory ~ 2020 
 

Every Friday  
       Stations of the Cross can be prayed privately. No Mass. 
 

Lenten Confessions 
       Tuesday, April 7: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
       Wednesday, April 8: 3:00-4:00 p.m. & 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

Holy Thursday, April 9 
       9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
       7:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Good Friday, April 10 
       9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
     12:00 noon Stations of the Cross (Basilica) 
     12:00 noon Living Stations (Holy Cross Cemetery) 
       3:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Cross 
       7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
 

Holy Saturday, April 11 
       9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
       1:00 p.m. Blessing of Baskets 
       8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12 
       Masses at 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 Noon 
       No 4:30 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday 
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AREA HAPPENINGS 
 

Blood Drive at Lake Erie Italian Club Small Hall, 3200 
South Park Avenue, Lackawanna on Tuesday, April 7, 
from 12:00 to 5:00 p.m. For an appointment, please call 
1-800– RED CROSS or visit redcrossblood.org. Walk-ins 
welcome! 
 

“God Can make Anything New”: How does the 
Resurrection of Jesus help me to accept the losses I have 
encountered without falling into despair? Renee Villa, 
Campus Director of Spiritual Care at Brothers of Mercy 
Wellness Campus in Clarence will discuss the message of 
the Resurrection and how over time it can help us to 
integrate our losses and transitions into the fabric of our 
lives. Contained within the story of Easter is a powerful 
message of hope for those who mourn! Monday, April 
20, from 7:00-8:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Pompeii 
Church, 158 Laverack Avenue, Lancaster, NY. For more 
information, visit www.olpparish.com or call 716-683-
6522. 
 

Seventh grade girls invited to take Practice Exam at 
Mount St. Mary Registration is open for the 2020 
Practice Exam at Mount St. Mary Academy. The Catholic 
High School Practice Entrance Exam gives current 
seventh grade students the opportunity to familiarize 
themselves with the High School Placement Exam they 
will take in November 2020. This Practice Exam will be 
given under the same circumstances as the actual test in 
the fall and is open to girls in seventh grade. It will be 
held on Saturday, April 25, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
The cost is $20 per student. For more information, visit 
www.msmacademy.org/admissions/admissions-events or 
contact the Admissions Office at 716-877-1358 ext. 413. 

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 
Please remember Our Lady of Victory  

in your will. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Please show your support to our advertisers 

by frequenting their businesses.  
Their generous support makes this bulletin possible. 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 15th 
 

      Weekly: $ 7,356.80 
 Monthly: $ 234.00 
 Total: $ 7,590.80 
 

 Shrines $ 1,295.26 
 Pennies $ 18.00 
 Easter Flowers $ 70.00 
 

In order to continue to care for the ongoing maintenance 
of our beautiful Basilica and to provide for the 
ministries of our parish, we depend on everyone 
mailing in their weekly offertory during this time 
when Masses are suspended due to the coronavirus. 
We are deeply grateful to your dedicated commitment 
to Our Lady of Victory National Shrine and Basilica. 
Thank you. 
 

Financial statements for 2019 are available upon 
request. Please send your request and a stamped, self-
addressed envelope to: OLV Rectory, 767 Ridge Road, 
Lackawanna, NY  14218. Thank you. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lenten Parish Mission scheduled for Monday, March 
30, Tuesday, March 31, and Wednesday, April 1, has 
been cancelled. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vocation Thought 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 

Has shame and fear caused you to hide from God, 
thinking that if you listen to Him you would only hear 
harsh reprimands? Remember that God is merciful. Turn 
back to him and listen to him speak to your heart. If God 
is calling you to a Church vocation, call Father Andrew 
Lauricella at 716-847-5535.  
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