
 PASTOR/RECTOR: Rev. Msgr. David G. LiPuma 
 

IN RESIDENCE: Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard 
 

PAROCHIAL VICARS:  Rev. Justin J. Steeg 
                Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv. 
 

DEACON:    Deacon Michael V. Comerford 
 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS: 
 Monday-Friday:   8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 Saturday:    9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 Sunday:     Closed 
 

SUNDAY MASSES:   
 Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. 
 Sunday: 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (Folk Mass), 
  Noon (Choir), 4:30 p.m. 
 

HOLY DAY MASSES: Please see bulletin 
 

WEEKDAY MASSES: 7:30 a.m., 12:10 p.m. (Mon.-Sat.) 
             8:15 a.m. (Friday when school is in session) 
 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE: 
 Saturday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. and 7:00-7:30 p.m. 
 Eve of Holy Day: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
 Eve of First Friday: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 

SCHOOL: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY 
 Mrs. Carolyn M. Kraus, Principal 
 Phone: (716) 828-9434 
 E-mail: elementary@olvbasilica.org 
 Website: www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org 
 
RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE: 
 2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
 Ms. Carmelann Zomeri, Director 
 Phone: (716) 828-9437 
 E-mail: religioused@olvbasilica.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM:  
 James Murphy, Gift Shop Manager 
 (716) 828-9433/olvgiftshop@olvbasilica.org 
 Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs 
 (716) 828-9424/dbosinski@olvbasilica.org 
 
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM HOURS;  
 Daily      10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 
ROSARY:  Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, February 23, 2020 - Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA 

767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, New York  14218 
Phone: (716) 828-9444; FAX: (716) 828-9429 

E-mail: olvrectory@olvbasilica.org 
Website: www.olvbasilica.org  



 

A Message from the Pastor 
 

This Wednesday, February 26, 2020 is Ash Wednesday, which 
marks the beginning of Lent. Just a few reminders about this holy 
season: 
 

Abstinence: All Catholics who have reached their 14th birthday 
are bound to abstain totally from meat on the following days: Ash 
Wednesday, all Fridays of Lent and Good Friday. 
 

Fasting: All Catholics between their 18th and 59th birthdays are 
also bound to observe the Law of Fast on the following days: Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. This practice involves limiting 
oneself to a single full meal and avoiding food between meals. 
Light sustenance may be taken on two other occasions in the 
course of the day. 
 

Easter Duty: After they have been initiated into the Most Holy 
Eucharist, all the faithful are bound by the obligation of receiving 
Communion at least once a year. This precept must be fulfilled 
during the Easter season, unless for a good reason it is fulfilled at 
another time during the year. This obligation may be fulfilled 
between March 1 (First Sunday of Lent) and June 7 (Trinity 
Sunday). 
 

In addition, all Catholics are encouraged to faithfully confess 
serious sins at least once a year. We provide many opportunities 
here at Our Lady of Victory Basilica for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. It is important to remember that it is a sacrament 
of healing and not of punishment. A good confession can truly 
cleanse the soul and bring inner peace to one’s heart and mind. 
Please never be afraid to go to confession…God is waiting to 
forgive you and to assure you of His unconditional love and 
mercy. 
 

As we begin our journey through Lent, I have always found the 
following meditation most helpful. Lent of course is a time of 
fasting and praying and giving things up, as well as giving to 
others. Through our fasting and abstaining from certain things we 
learn to deny ourselves, so that we learn to depend more on the 
grace of God as well as our call to provide for the poor and the 
needy. Lent can also be a time for “feasting.” We can use Lent to 
“fast” from certain things and to “feast” on others. 
 

“From Fasting to Feasting” 
 

Fast from judging others; Feast on seeing the best in people. 
Fast from emphasis on indifferences; Feast on the unity of all life. 
Fast from despair; Feast on hope. 
Fast from thoughts of illness; Feast on the healing power of God. 
Fast from words that destroy; Feast on phrases that are encouraging. 
Fast from discontent; Feast on gratitude. 
Fast from anger; Feast on patience. 
Fast from being negative; Feast on being positive. 
Fast from worry; Feast on trust. 
Fast from complaining; Feast on appreciation. 
Fast from hostility; Feast on peacemaking. 
Fast from bitterness; Feast on forgiveness. 
Fast from constant activity; Feast on slowing down. 
Fast from disrespect; Feast on recognizing the Sacred in all of Life. 
Fast from self-concern; Feast on compassion for others. 
 

Be assured of my special prayers for a grace-filled Lent! 
 

Gratefully, 
Fr. David 
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Pray for the canonization of our founder,  
Venerable Nelson Baker 

Sacrament of Baptism: 
Our Parish offers a special Pre-Baptism preparation 
program for parents who desire to share their faith with 
their children. Parents-to-be must attend this class prior to 
the birth of their child. Baptisms are usually scheduled 
two times each month. Call the Rectory to register for 
classes. Godparents must be Confirmed and practicing 
Catholics. Non-parishioners are required to have a Letter 
of Recommendation to serve as a sponsor. 

 
Sacrament of Marriage: 

To be married in the Basilica, you must be an active 
parishioner for at least 9 months prior to setting a date. 
Engaged couples should contact the pastor before making 
other wedding arrangements. Couples are required to 
attend a Pre-Cana Conference, or equivalent pre-marriage 
preparation program. 

 
Letters of Recommendation: 

Recommendations to act as sponsors for Baptism or 
Confirmation can be issued only to registered members of 
Our Lady of Victory Parish who have received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, attend Mass and receive Holy 
Communion regularly, have their children attending a 
Catholic school or Religious Education class. If married, 
the marriage must be in conformity with the regulations of 
the Catholic Church. 

 
Devotions: 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins immediately 
after the 12:10 p.m. Mass in the Basilica on Fridays and 
concludes with Benediction at 5:00 p.m. 

 
First Friday: 

On the eve of the First Friday of each month there are 
confessions from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. Mass is celebrated at 
7:30 p.m. on First Friday. 

 
Care of the Sick: 

Please notify the rectory office for a visit to any family 
member who is sick, in the hospital or confined to home. 
Regular home Communion visits are usually on the First 
Friday of the month by a priest, deacon, or minister of the 
Eucharist. 

 
Tours: 

To schedule a tour of Our Lady of Victory Basilica, please 
contact Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs by 
email at dbosinski@olvbasilica.org or by phone at (716) 
828-9424. 



Summary of the Readings 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

       Sometimes the idea of repentance seems old-fashioned, 
naïve, even foolish. But if you’re looking for real foolishness, 
you’ll find it in today’s readings. 
       We begin with Leviticus and the admonition, “Take no 
revenge and cherish no grudge” (Leviticus 19:18). We’ve heard 
that message before, of course, so we might forget how far it is 
from the so-called “practical realities of life.” Saint Paul warns us 
about being practical, though. Whoever considers oneself wise 
had better “become a fool,” because “the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness in the eyes of God” (1 Corinthians 3:18, 19). 
       This “foolishness” continues in the Gospel: “Offer no 
resistance to one who is evil” (Matthew 5:39). In fact, offer the 
other cheek when you’ve been slapped. Hand over your coat as 
well as your shirt. Be like God, who sends sunshine and rain on 
the bad as well as the good. “So be perfect,” says Jesus, “just as 
your heavenly Father is perfect” (5:48).  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Happening This Week at OLV 
 

Sunday, February 23—Seventh Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
Children’s Liturgy Bake Sale after all Masses (MR) 
  NO Religious Ed. Classes  
  1:00 p.m. RCIA (Rectory) 
  1:00 p.m. Baptisms (Bas) 
  2:00 p.m. Baptism (Bas) 
  

Monday, February 24 
  7:00 p.m. Care for Creation Meeting (MR) 
  7:00 p.m. Folk Group Practice (Mus R) 
 

Tuesday, February 25 
  7:00 p.m. Rosary for Peace (Bas) 
  7:30 p.m. Prayer Group Meeting (SC) (MR) 
 

Wednesday, February 26—Ash Wednesday 
Masses at 7:30 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 12:10 p.m., 7:30 p.m. 
  3:00 p.m. Prayer Service with Ashes (No Mass) 
  4:30 p.m. Fish Fry (Caf) 
 

Thursday, February 27 
  6:00 p.m. Legion of Mary (MR) 
  7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal (Mus R) 
 

 Friday, February 28 
  1:00-5:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration (Bas) 
  7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross (Bas) 
  7:30 p.m. Mass (Bas) 
 

Saturday, February 29 
Black & Native Missions Collection 
Catholic Daughters Diaper Drive 
  1:00 p.m. Rite of Election (Cathedral) 
  3:00-4:00 & 7:00-7:30 p.m. Confessions  
  

Sunday, March 1—First Sunday of Lent 
Black & Native Missions Collection 
Catholic Daughters Diaper Drive 
Coffee & Donuts after Morning Masses (MR) 
  8:40 a.m. Religious Ed. Classes (School) 
11:00 a.m. Altar & Rosary Society Meeting (Mus R) 
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Week of February 23, 2020 
 

Saturday, February 22 
 4:30 Dennis Jackson (Anniv.) by Mary Anne Jackson & 
  Children 
 

Sunday, February 23—Seventh Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
 8:00 Lucy Maiorano by Mr. & Mrs. Paul Strycharz 
 10:00 Fr. Leon Neu by John & Karen Shanly 
 12:00 Esther Wilk Gutek by Joanne Scofield 
 4:30 Joan Karaszewski by Jean Brill 
 

Monday, February 24 
 7:30 Jeanette Grasso by Children 
 12:10 Joseph, Sr., Anna & Joseph Myers, Jr. by Friends 
  Ida & Richard Whitt by Susan Wendekindt & Louise 
  Ziccardi 
 

Tuesday, February 25 
 7:30 Homes of Charity House Blessing Mass 
 12:10 Joseph Battista by Wife & Children 
 

Wednesday, February 26—Ash Wednesday 
 7:30 Joe Waschenckay by Rosemary Rosenberger 
 8:15 Elizabeth Stachewicz by OLV Sunshine Club 
 12:10 Thomas Otwell by Loving Family 
 3:00  Prayer Service with Ashes 
 7:30 Anna Mae Brown by Todd & Victoria Heywood 
 

Thursday, February 27 
 7:30 Mario Inglese by Father David 
 12:10 Paul O. Zwirlein by Estate 
 

Friday, February 28 
 7:30 Staff Sgt. John Kupkowski by Family 
 8:15 Our Lady of Victory Spiritual Society Members 
 12:10 Sr. Anne Houlihan by Rita & Vincent 
  Mary Adragna by Cindy Barone & Family 
 7:00 Stations of the Cross 
 7:30 For the People of the Parish 
 

Saturday, February 29 
 7:30 Msgr. Robert C. Wurtz  
 12:10 Linda Beam by The Burke Sisters 
 4:30 Timothy J. Comerford by Sharon Comerford 
 

Sunday, March 1—First Sunday of Lent 
 8:00 Msgr. Robert C. Wurtz 
 10:00 Cheryl Ann & Stella Gawel by The Gawel Family 
 12:00 Living & Dec. Mem. of the Altar & Rosary Society 
 4:30 Marcy Just by The Horton Family 



School News 
 

Time moves so quickly. This week we will begin the season of 
Lent, the time when the Church enters into her great retreat. We 
tell the children that Lent is a time to reflect on how we are 
with God, with our neighbor and with ourselves. We ask them 
to ask themselves this important question, “Do we need to make 
some changes in our attitudes, our speech or our actions 
towards others?” Of course we encourage everyone to do this 
throughout the year, but we do it more consciously in Lent. 
Lent’s purpose is to prepare us for the celebration of Easter. 
 

Important Dates to Note: 
♦ February 26: Ash Wednesday Mass at 8:15 a.m. for school 

and school families. Ashes will be distributed. 
♦ February 26: H.S.A. Sponsored Fish Fry at 4:30 in the 

School Cafeteria 
 

2020 Sweepstakes Tickets Are Still Available 
 

Sweepstakes tickets are available after weekend Masses at the 
exit on the lower level of the Basilica or in the Rectory, Gift 
Shop and School Office during regular business hours. Each 
ticket is $50.00 and admits two people (21 and over) to the 
Sweepstakes Night on Saturday, March 7, 2020. If you are 
able to help with the Sweepstakes Drawing on March 7, please 
contact Deniece Diamond at 716-997-8125. 
 
 

Care for Creation 
 

The Care for Creation group will meet on Monday, February 
24, in the Marian Room beginning at 7:00 p.m.  
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Our Weekly Offering ~ Sunday, February 16th 
 

      Weekly: $ 15,103.45 
 Monthly: $ 275.00 
 Total: $ 15,378.45 
 

 Shrines $ 1,268.80 
 Pennies $ 16.00 
 Fuel $ 312.00 
 Black/Ind. Missions $ 2.00  
 

Financial statements for 2019 are available upon request. 
Please send your request and a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope to: OLV Rectory, 767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, NY  
14218. Thank you. 
 

Baptism 
 

We welcome Julien Tray Neilans into our Parish Community. He 
was baptized on Saturday, February 15, 2020 in Our Lady of 
Victory Basilica.  
 

Our Lady of Victory School HSA 
Ash Wednesday Fish Fry - February 26 

 

Dinner prepared by BW’s includes: Fish, French fries, macaroni 
salad, cole slaw, bread and butter. Dinners available from 4:30 
p.m. to sold out. Pre-order: $12.50; At the door: $14.00; 
Children’s meals (under age 10): $7.00 Pre-sale tickets are 
available at the school office or by calling Carm at 828-7494. 
 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas  
Diaper/Wipe Drive 

 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court Msgr. Baker #1043 
will hold a diaper/wipe drive next weekend, February 29-March 
1 at all Masses. There will be two drop-off points upstairs for 
your convenience: one at the top of the stairs coming up from the 
parking lot entrance and the other in the front entrance under the 
bulletin board. Any size diapers or wipes will be accepted and 
distributed to the St. Gianna Molla Center. 
 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas Meeting 
 

Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court Msgr. Nelson H. 
Baker #1043 will hold their “Summer Barbeque” on Sunday, 
March 1, from 12:00 to 3:00 p.m. in the Hall at Holy Family 
Church, corner of Tifft Street and South Park in Buffalo. The 
menu will consist of hot dogs, BBQ burgers, potato and macaroni 
salad, and brownies. Cost is $9.00 for adults, kids 5-12 are $5.00 
and under 5 free. There will also be basket raffles and split clubs.  
 

Exciting Parish “Youth” News 
 

Our Lady of Victory Parish will have a delegation of 11 High 
School Students, along with Father David, Father Justin, 
Carmel Zomeri and 3 adult chaperones to attend the 68th 
Annual Diocesan Youth Convention on Saturday, February 
29. The Convention is being held at the Buffalo Grand Hotel in 
downtown Buffalo. Special thanks to our OLV Parishioners and  
OLV Charities for making this possible. Please pray for these 
young people and adults as they gather to celebrate the Holy 
Spirit at work within us and among us as we come together for 
Convention 2020! As a follow-up to the Youth Convention we 
hope to develop a Youth Ministry Program here at OLV. We 
welcome all high school students to consider becoming a part of 
our Parish Youth Ministry. More information to come. 

Lenten Services at Our Lady of Victory ~ 2020 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 26 
Mass with Ashes: 7:30 & 8:15 a.m.; 12:10 & 7:30 p.m. 
Prayer Service with Ashes: 3:00 p.m. (No Mass) 

 

Every Friday  
       Stations of the Cross at 7:00 p.m.; Mass at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Lenten Confessions 
       Tuesday, April 7: 3:00-4:00 p.m. 
       Wednesday, April 8: 3:00-4:00 p.m. & 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

Holy Thursday, April 9 
       9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
       7:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Good Friday, April 10 
       9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
     12:00 noon Stations of the Cross (Basilica) 
     12:00 noon Living Stations (Holy Cross Cemetery) 
       3:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Cross 
       7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
 

Holy Saturday, April 11 
       9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer 
       1:00 p.m. Blessing of Baskets 
       8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12 
       Masses at 8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 Noon 
       No 4:30 p.m. Mass on Easter Sunday 
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JEFFREY M. HARRINGTON

Parishioners
300 Center Road, West Seneca, NY 14224

(716) 675-6715

• Diamonds • Gem Stones • Watches • Repairs
Family Owned and Operated 

For Over 50 Years
1234 Abbott Rd. Plaza

Lackawanna, N.Y. 14218
(716) 822-1302

Taxi & Tours by Mary

481-0890
Reliable, Friendly & Reasonable
7 Days a Week — Time Orders
• Grocery & Prescription
• I will Shop & Drop Off
• Package Delivery Service
• No Destination Too Far
• Rates Vary On Service
• Battery Jump
*Senior Citizen Discounts*

34 Years Licensed & Experienced

When they had to choose a Reputable Funeral Firm to
arrange and perform the respectful transfer of

Father Nelson Baker to our beloved Basilica, they chose…

NORMAN E. GANNON & SONS, Inc.
FUNERAL HOME

1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

824-4000
Brenden, Brian & Patrick Gannon

Funerals ~ Cremations ~ Prearrangements

www.GANNONFUNERAL.com

The Most Complete Online
National Directory

of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Lombardo
F u n e r a l  H o m e

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.
• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995

Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket
Optional Concrete grave liner 
(not required by NYS but may be required by cemetery)

• Direct Cremation $899
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

3060 Abbott Road (Near Lake Avenue) 823-4812
www.lombardofuneralhome.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Wayside Family Restaurant
Open 24 Hours Daily

Breakfast Specials Served
till 2 PM Sat. & Sun.

2301 South Park 826-2279
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