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GET IN TOUCH!

RECTORY OFFICE

Monday- Friday: 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m.

(closed on Th. and Fri. from 1—2 p.m.)
716-828-9444 e 716-828-9429 fax
olvrectory@olvbasilica.org

SCHOOL

2760 S. Park Avenue, Lackawanna
Mary Doyle-Szlosek, Principal
716-828-9434

elementary@olvbasilica.org
www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org

FAITH FORMATION
2760 S. Park Avenue, Lackawanna

Sunday:

Carmelann Zomeri, Director

716-828-9437
faithformation@olvbasilica.org

GIFT SHOP AND MUSEUM

Open Daily 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
(closed 11:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. for lunch)

James Murphy, Gift Shop Manager

716-828-9433
olvgiftshop@olvbasilica.org

7:30 a.m—I11:30 a.m.
Monday- Friday: 7:30 a.m—3:30 p.m.

Phone: 716-828-9444

)
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COME & WORSHIP

BASILICA HOURS

The Basilica is open for private prayer
every day during the following hours:

Sunday: 6:45a.m—6:00 p.m.
Monday- Friday: 6:45a.m.—7:00 p.m.
Saturday: 6:45 a.m—7:30 p.m.

WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m.
Sunday: 8 a.m., 10 a.m., Noon, 4:30 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday—Saturday:
7:30 a.m. and 1210 p.m.

There is an additional Mass at 8:15 a.m.
on Fridays when school is in session.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Saturdays: (except Holy Saturday)
3:00—4:00 p.m. and 7:00—7:30 p.m.

Eve of First Fridays: 3:00—4:00 p.m.

Eve of Holy Days: 3:00—4:00 p.m.

GUIDED BASILICA TOURS

Please call the Rectory Office at
716-828-9444 if you are interested in
scheduling a group tour.

Address: 767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, NY 14218

Website: www.olvbasilica.org
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR

DEAR BROTHERS AND
SISTERS IN CHRIST,

HAPPY 100th ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CONSECRATION OF
OUR LADY OF VICTORY
NATIONAL SHRINE & BASILICA!

What a glorious celebration this is!
My heart is truly overflowing with
gratitude and immense joy for each
of you who made the restoration of
Father Baker's “crown jewel” possible.

We gather to celebrate the 100th
Anniversary of the Consecration of
Our Lady of Victory National Shrine &
Basilica. One hundred years ago,

His Eminence Patrick Cardinal Hayes,
the Archbishop of New York, came

to Buffalo and gave the sermon for
the Solemn Consecration Mass here
on May 25,1926.

In his sermon that day, Cardinal Hayes
stated: “/ know of no church like this,
so beautiful, so uplifting, so glorious—
! know of no other church like this,
consecrated to the Charities of Christ,
Our Lord. It is a monument to the
Buffalo Diocese, the City of
Lackawanna, to our great Lady of
Victory and to a modern Apostle of
Charity—Father Baker.”

| echo those same sentiments one
hundred years later in our beautifully
restored Basilica and | want to
sincerely thank everyone who played a
part in making all of this happen!

| extend sentiments of deepest
gratitude and appreciation to David
Kersten and our entire OLV Charities
Team for their exemplary leadership
during the entire Centennial
Celebration 2021-2026, as well as to
Cindy Lee and our OLV Human
Services Leadership Team for daily
carrying forward Father Baker's legacy
of dedicated service to the children,
youth, and families entrusted to our
care. | also wish to acknowledge the
members of our construction team
and all the craftsmen for their artistic
creativity in restoring the Basilica to
the breathtaking magnificence it had

when Father Baker built it one
hundred years ago.

The Basilica was the crowning jewel to
Father Baker's “City of Charity” and the
fruition of his longtime desire to build
a magnificent church to the Mother of
God, as a way to give thanks to Our
Lady of Victory for her constant
patronage throughout his priestly
ministry. As is well known, whenever
anyone gave accolades to Father
Baker for all of the services he
provided for children and families in
need, he humbly replied, “She did it
all,” as he pointed toward the beautiful
statue of Our Lady of Victory. And
indeed, as we honor our Blessed
Mother as our patroness, we know
that truly “She did it all'”

| am pleased this weekend to
welcome the Fifteenth Bishop of
Buffalo, Bishop Michael Fisher, as he
comes to celebrate with us as we
conclude our five-year Centennial
Celebration here at Our Lady of
Victory. We also welcome all of our
dedicated parishioners and our
generous donors and benefactors.

Our Centennial theme has been “All
Are Welcome" and we sincerely hope
that everyone feels welcome here at

OLV! The renewed beauty gives honor
to Our Lady of Victory, while ensuring
that the legacy of The Venerable
Nelson Baker, Our Lady of Victory
National Shrine & Basilica, will
continue to be a beacon of hope and
inspiration for generations to come.

SOLEMNITY OF THE
MOST HOLY TRINITY:

This week, we return to the liturgical
season of Ordinary Time. This Sunday
and next, however, are designated as
solemnities—special days that call our
attention to central mysteries of our
faith. Today on Trinity Sunday, we
celebrate the mystery of the Holy
Trinity, one God in three persons.

Today's Gospel is from the beginning
of John's Gospel. The passage we
read follows Jesus’ conversation with a
Pharisee, Nicodemus, about what it
means to be born of both water and
the spirit. Nicodemus approaches
Jesus at night and acknowledges
Jesus as a teacher from God. Jesus
tells him that only those who are born
from above will see the Kingdom of
God.

Nicodemus misunderstands and
guestions how a person can be born



more than once. Jesus tells
Nicodemus that no one can enter the
Kingdom of God without being born
of water and Spirit. Jesus is essentially
explaining Baptism, which we
celebrate as a sacrament today. Yet
Nicodemus, we are told, still does not
understand what Jesus is saying.
Jesus continues by testifying to the
need to be born from above so that
one might have eternal life.

After the dialogue with Nicodemus,
the author of the Gospel offers his
own explanation of Jesus' words.

This is what we read in today’s Gospel,
John 3:16-18.

In the context of

today's focus on

the mystery of

the Holy Trinity,

the reading calls

our attention to

the action of

God, who reveals

himself in three

persons: God the Father, Jesus the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. God the
Father, out of love for the world, sent
his Son into the world in order to

save it. Through the death and
resurrection of the Son, we have been
given the gift of the Holy Spirit. As
three persons, God acts always as a
God of love; he does not condemn the
world but acts to save it.

The Gospel also calls attention to the
response that is required of us. God's
love for us calls us to respond in faith
by professing our belief in God's son,
Jesus, and the salvation that he has
won for us. This profession of faith is a
sign of the work of the Holy Spirit in
our lives.

SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY
BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST:

Sunday, June 7 at Noon Mass

Next Sunday, we will have a special
celebration in honor of the Solemnity
of the Most Holy Body and Blood of
Christ (traditionally referred to as the
Feast of Corpus Christi). At the

conclusion of Mass, we will have a
procession with the Blessed
Sacrament outside and then conclude
with Benediction in the Basilica. In
case of rain, the procession will take
place inside the Basilica. All are
welcome to attend.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL:

As you know, our Parish Goal here at
Our Lady of Victory National Shrine &
Basilica for this year's appeal is
$172,709. To date, we have raised
$145,152 from 238 donors, which is 84%
of our parish goal. | thank all those
who have contributed thus far.

There is still time to make a gift by
mailing in your donor card to Appeal
2026, donating online at ccwny.org, or
texting HOPE4WNY to 44321. Please
identify yourself as a parishioner of
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OLV Basilica, so our parish is credited
to ensure we make our goal.

Catholic Charities is a beacon of HOPE
for individuals, children, and families
in need across the eight counties of
WNY. You too can make a difference
in the lives of those who are in need of
assistance! Every donation (large or
small) makes a difference!

Thank you for being with us this
weekend. May Father Baker continue
to intercede for you, and may Our
Lady of Victory watch over and protect
you and your loved ones. May God
bless you for all you have done and
continue to do for OLV! Be assured of
my grateful prayers.

FATHER DAVID

Dear Parish Family:

As you know, the Diocese of
Buffalo bankruptcy proceedings
have been pending for more than
six years. In furtherance of the
efforts of all Parishes within the
Diocese to achieve a fair and just
resolution of abuse claims, and in
an effort to bring the bankruptcy
proceedings of the Diocese of

a revised Chapter 11 plan that
soon will be filed by the Diocese
provides that all parishes in the
Diocese of Buffalo will file “rapid
prepackaged bankruptcy” cases
immediately before a hearing on
confirmation of the plan. This will
happen if and only if sufficient
votes are received for approval of
the plan. This approach has the
support of pastors and the
Diocese.

The parish bankruptcy cases will
not be commenced until later

DIOCESAN BANKRUPTCY UPDATE

Buffalo to a successful conclusion,

this year and will come at the very

last minute before the
“confirmation” hearing on
approval of the Diocese’s plan.

It is anticipated that parishes will
emerge from bankruptcy within
48 hours. This approach has been
discussed among all pastors and
is the approach that was followed
by parishes in the Diocese of
Rockville Centre as well as in the
Archdiocese of New Orleans
which resulted in the successful
resolution and emergence from
their respective Chapter 11 cases.

We will provide further updates
as this process advances and are
heartened at the possibility of at
last providing victim-survivors the
possibility of closure and healing.
With the prospect of finally
achieving this goal, we look to the
future with renewed
commitment and focus on our
mission and work in service to the
Catholic faithful throughout
Western New York and our
broader community.
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RECONCILIATION

The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is available on
Saturdays from 3:00—4:00 and
7:00—7:30 p.m. In addition,
Confessions will also be heard
on the Eve of First Friday,
which is Thursday, June 4,
from 3:00—4:00 p.m. You may
also call the Rectory Office to
make an appointment.

JOIN US IN PRAYER
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.

All are welcome to join in
praying the Rosary for Peace
on Tuesday evenings in the
Basilica’'s Community Room.
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. ©
June 9, June 23, and July 14

Join our “Victory for Christ”
prayer group in the Basilica's
chapel to praise, thank, and
give witness to God.

Friday Afternoons

Join us for Eucharistic
Adoration each week on
Fridays after the 12:10 p.m.
Mass until 5:00 p.m.

VOCATION
REFLECTION

The Trinity is a mystery, which
our Baptism plunges us into!
Take an even further step into
this mystical reality by
considering the priesthood,
diaconate, or religious life.
Find out more by contacting
Fr. Dave Baker at 716-847-5535
or visit buffalovocations.org.

MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY, MAY en—Weekday

7:30 am
1210 pm
1:30 pm
4:30 pm

Peter & Marianne Slaski (Wedding Anniversary)

Mike Osborne by the Osborne Family

Wedding: Courtney Wolf and Zachary Hayes

Lillian Manka (Anniversary of Death) by daughter, Linda & Family

SUNDAY, MAY en—Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity

8:00 am
10:00 am
2:00 pm

Sante & Angelina and Angelo & Teresa De Giuli by Ann Marie Wingert & Robert De Giuli
Richard J. "Dick" Powers by Robert & Mary Ellen Gabor
Centennial Celebration Mass (no Noon Mass and no 4:30 pm Mass today)

MONDAY, JUNE n—Saint Justin, Martyr (Ninth Week in Ordinary Time)

7:30 am

1210 pm

Michael P. Chernesky by Maureen and Laurie

Kathy, Ed & Jim Urbanczyk by Dennis & Marcia Tos and Family
OLV Spiritual Society Intentions

Steven J. Cipolla, lll by Family

TUESDAY, JUNE N—Saints Marcellinus and Peter, Martyrs

7:30 am

12:10 pm

Anthony & Stephanie Sabuda by Stan & Sue Kowalski
Elmer & Dorothy Kaczmarek by Annette Kaczmarek
Karl Slifka by Carol Trzaska

Frank Honer by Family

WEDNESDAY, JUNE e—Saint Charles Lwanga and Companions, Martyrs

7:30 am

1210 pm

Pam Mendez (Birthday Remembrance) by Lackawanna Graduation Class of ‘71
Mamie Balon by Michael Beal

Anthony Saniewski Jr. (Anniv) and Anthony & Stella Saniewski Sr. by Family
Dorothy Kowalik (Birthday Rem.) by Stefano & Denise Vitale and Family

THURSDAY, JUNE $—Weekday

7:30 am

1210 pm

Leon & Florence Buchalski by Allan Kuczka

All Souls Intentions

Living & Deceased Parishioners of Our Lady of Victory Basilica
Walter Burdzy by the Swiech Family

FRIDAY, JUNE s—Saint Boniface, Bishop and Martyr

730 am
815 am
1210 pm

2:00 pm

Casimir M. Slaski & Family
Bernice Nayda by Michael Nayda
(in Basilica) OLV Father Baker Guild Members
Samuel J. Chiodo Il by Chiodo Family & Friends
Geraldine Furey by Bill & Nancy Furey
Gloria Glover by Kathi, Stan & Family
Wedding: Megan Gramza and Thomas Southard

SATURDAY, JUNE J—Saint Norbert, Bishop

7:30 am
1210 pm
1:30 pm
430 pm

Anthony & Mary Mikos by Dave & Marsha Lipke and Family
Marlene O'Donnell by Bonnie Tordy & Work Family
Wedding: MacKenzie Rogers and James Feldman

Pam Mendez by the Burke Sisters

SUNDAY, JUNE t—Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

8:00 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
430 pm

Rev. Msgr. David G. LiPuma (living) by the Papciak Family
Sessio, Dolly & John Ceccarelli by the Ceccarelli Family

Living & Deceased Members of the OLV Altar & Rosary Society
Eugene Staniszewski by Family



UPCOMING EVENTS

OLV SERVICE CLUB
0 3.00—7:00 p.m.

Our last event for this school year is
hosting a picnic with fun outdoor
activities including alpacas, face-
painting, and karaoke for the
residential school children and group
home residents of OLV Human
Services. Lots of volunteers are
needed for this event! Contact
Bridget Wood at 716-536-3887.

Tuesday, June 2

oLV SUMMER BOOK CLUB:
A SUMMER WITH ST. JOSEPH

Wed.,, June 10 6 1p.m. or 6:30 p.m.

Get to know more about St. Joseph by
participating in OLV's Summer Book
Club! We will read St. Joseph and His
World by Mike Aquilina, The Truth
About St. Joseph.: Encountering the
Most Hidden of Saints by Fr. Maurice
Meschler, SJ, and Through the Heart of
St. Joseph by Fr. Boniface Hicks, OSB.
Come to either introductory session

in the Basilica’s Marian Room. No
reading is required in advance; a
reading plan will be given. Contact

Deacon Mark for more info at 716-339-
0767 or mbialkowski@olvbasilica.org.

KICKOFF TO
SUMMER

Saturday, June 13
6:00—10:00 p.m. ' v ‘

Gather your friends and join OLV
Elementary School at Briar Brothers
Brewing Company for a fun summer
evening supporting our students
through an exciting fundraiser! Tickets
are $25 and include dinner, live music
from Ransom Road, a silent auction,
50/50 raffle, and a cash
bar. This is a 21+ event. -~
To purchase tickets, scan rEE
'l

the QR code, or go to
olvbasilica.org, click
Donate, and select the
“Welcome to Summer” event. Come
raise a glass, raise some funds, and
help kick off summer for a great cause!

DOUGHNUTS & DISCIPLESHIP

Sunday, June 14 6
after the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Masses

Join us for coffee, juice, and

PARISH NEWS
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doughnuts in the Basilica's Marian
Room after the 8 a.m.and 10 a.m.
Masses and visit with your neighbors!
Sponsored by Knights of Columbus
and hosted by the Columbiettes.

THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS
PRESENT IN THE EUCHARIST

0 7.00 p.m.

Join the Acutis Initiative for an evening
of growing in devotion to our Lord's
Sacred Heart! We will begin with
Adoration in the Basilica, followed by
an instructional talk by Fr. Dan Ulmer
in the Marian Room on the presence
of our Lord's Most Sacred Heart in the
Eucharist. Visit acutisinitiative.org.

Tuesday, June 16

HEALING MASS AT OLV

Wednesday, June 17 6 7:00 p.m.

The Office of Charismatic Renewal for
the Diocese of Buffalo is hosting a
Healing Mass here at the Basilica with
healing teams from the Burning Bush
House of Prayer. Fr. David Baker will
be the main celebrant. All are
welcome! For details, please call
716-683-6522 ext. 109.

BASKET RAFFLE
DONATIONS NEEDED

We're looking for donations for our
basket raffle—a fully assembled
basket, individual items, gift cards, or
monetary donations are all welcome
and we ask that they be brought to

Lackawanna, NY 14218.

PLEASE NOTE:

e Baskets or donations may be
combined. We appreciate your
contribution!

¢ Raffle sheets will be sold as we get
closer to the event.

Please contact the Rectory with any

the Parish Rectory at 767 Ridge Road,

Our annual Pennies to Heaven 2026 event is
August Ist and 2nd and we need your help!

guestions at 716-828-9444 or
olvrectory@olvbasilica.org. Thank
you as always for your support!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
FOR KIDSy ZONE

The Kids' Area for Pennies to Heaven
is planning ahead to bring young
and old more fun! We will need
many hands the day of the event.
Maybe you can work a 3-hour shift.
Maybe you cannot help the day of
P2H, but can donate items, such as:

¢ 2 liter bottles of pop, bottles of
shelf-stable juice, or Gatorade,
or anything you think kids and
teens would like to drink

o fidget toys

e small and medium-sized, clean,
new or very gently used stuffed
animals

e bags of candy

Items can be placed into the blue
bins at the entrances to the church.

Do you have building skills? Maybe
you can help build some games like a
balloon pop game, ~
jumbo Jenga, or maybe |
a 9-hole mini-golf course \
(thinking big here). <
Reach out to
Stephanie at
716-866-0205 if
you can help.
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(Vigil Candles) (Welcome PIaza) C Volunteer )

Donate to the offertory Pay the requested offering Support our Basilica Become an OLV

collection to support OLV ($5 each) to light a candle Centennial Campaign. Parish Volunteer! Fill

National Shrine & Basilica. inside the Basilica. Questions? Call Shannon out a form to indicate
Donovan at 716-828-9610. your interests.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

In order to maintain our beautiful Basilica and support
the mission and ministries of our parish, we depend on
weekly offertory donations. Offertory envelopes can be
mailed or dropped off at the Rectory Office at 767 Ridge
Road, Lackawanna, NY 14218 or you may give online. We
are very grateful for your ongoing support of OLV Basilica!

Offertory Collection for Sunday, April 26, 2026

PARISH COLLECTIONS:
Weekly $15,067.89
Monthly $1,310.00
Easter $185.00
Easter Flowers $5.00 It's safe. It’s simple. It's convenient.
Processing Fees (online) $13.27
Shrines (Votive Candles) $2,267.00 . _
Go to olvbasilica.org and click Donate.
ADDITIONAL COLLECTIONS:
Altar & Rosary Society $26.00 Select a collection or event.
Catholic Home Mission Appeal $801.00
TOTAL $19,675.16 Use your credit/debit card, checking or savings

account, PayPal, or Venmo. That's it!

OLV BASILICA MINISTRY SCHEDULE FOR JUNE J—t%

TIME LECTOR EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS ALTAR SERVERS SACRISTAN
. Rosalie Bob Lohr, Roman Mayers, James McEvoy, .
SAT. |4:30 pm Constable Kenneth Osborn, Michelle Radominski Sandy swiech
. Stanley "Russ" Mary Check, Daniel Covino, Janet Covino, Theodore, Joshua, and -
U | SO0 aim Plandowski, Jr. Richard Grasso, Ryan Harrington Nathaniel Lindstrom iy Peiiitiels Az

Carter Cofield, Aubrey

10:00 am [Cathleen Woods |Timothy Wing, Bridget Wood, Dawn Zientara . .
Harris, Lilyana Harris,

Diane Bona

Noon Linda Smolen Molly McClenathan, Kathleen Roche Erin Bialkowski Jon Paul Trabucco

4:30 pm |Patricia DiVito Moey Oakley, Michele Pusatier, Joanne Setlock Michalene Murray
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When they chose a Reputable Funeral Firm to arrange and perform the respectful transfer of Father Nelson Baker to our beloved Basilica
Norman E. Gannon & Sons, Inc. Funeral Home
Funera Director Funerals « Cremations ¢ Prearrangements
Brian J. Gannon « Patrick J. Gannon www.GANNONFUNERAL.com
Brenden J. Gannon 1075 Ridge Road, Lackawannd716) 824-4000
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Best Results.

Parishioner

Estate & Probate Consultants

DA B A A

3449 Dolphin Drive ¢ Blasdell, NY 1421

Call Lori today for a FREE ESTIMATE
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Dr. Andy Dusel | Dr. Ben Hietanen L 4 Dally Assistance

Michalek & Harrington, LLC

Attorneys at Law
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Senior Services
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LANCASTER, & EAST AURORA OFFICES h . q
ORTHOWNY.COM happy in their homes & community (7 16) 675-6715
Dr. Dominic Colarusso, Jr. | Dr. Steve Hietanen
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A name you can trust! - : - DAVID McKEEVER
@ Companionship & Activities POST 64

¥ Respite for Caregivers

T »
eLLINs *5! Call today for FREE evaluation
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GuardConstruction.com
Christopher Guard, President
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