
RECTORY OFFICE 

Monday—Friday, 8:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

Saturday, 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

(716) 828-9444   ●   (716) 828-9429 fax 

olvrectory@olvbasilica.org 

 

SCHOOL 

Sherri Bartz, Principal 

2760 S. Park Avenue, Lackawanna 

(716) 828-9434 

elementary@olvbasilica.org 

www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Sunday, 7:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 

Tuesday—Thursday, 7:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. 

Carmelann Zomeri, Director 

2760 S. Park Avenue, Lackawanna 

(716) 828-9437 

religioused@olvbasilica.org 

 

GIFT SHOP AND MUSEUM 

Open Daily 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

James Murphy, Gift Shop Manager 

(716) 828-9433 

olvgiftshop@olvbasilica.org 

BASILICA HOURS 

The Basilica is open for private prayer 

from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. daily  

(until 7:30 p.m. on Saturdays). 

 

CAPACITY LIMIT 

We are limited to 250 people per Mass. 

 

WEEKEND MASSES 

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. 

Sunday: 8 a.m., 10 a.m., Noon, 4:30 p.m. 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 

Monday—Saturday: 7:30 a.m. & 12:10 p.m. 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays 3:00—4:00 p.m.  

Saturdays 7:00—7:30 p.m. 

in the lower level Marian Chapel  

and in the Baptistry 

 

GUIDED BASILICA TOURS 

Cancelled until further notice. 

Dianne Bosinski, Rectory Office 

(716) 828-9424 

DBosinski@olvbasilica.org 

GET IN TOUCH! COME & WORSHIP 

Address: 767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, NY 14218      Phone: (716) 828-9444      Website: www.olvbasilica.org 

PASTOR/RECTOR 

 

Rev. Msgr. David G. LiPuma 

 

PAROCHIAL VICARS 

 

Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv. 

 

Rev. Justin J. Steeg 

 

IN RESIDENCE 

 

Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard 

 

DEACON 

 

Deacon Michael V. Comerford 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

 

Peter Gonciarz 

PGonciarz@olvbasilica.org 

April 11, 2021  |  Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 

WELCOME TO  

OLV NATIONAL 

SHRINE & BASILICA 

 

As a National Shrine, we are a 

destination site for upwards of 

30,000 pilgrims and visitors 

from all over the world.  People 

come to visit the tomb of 

Venerable Nelson Baker, our 

founder, who is a candidate for 

canonization and whose final 

resting place is inside the 

Basilica. 

 

Many worshippers, pilgrims, 

and visitors find the Basilica  

a place of great comfort and 

peace as they come to pray for 

themselves and their loved 

ones.  Many others come to 

take in the beauty of the 

Basilica itself. 

 

The Our Lady of Victory parish 

includes an elementary school 

for PreK through 8th Grade 

and an active Religious 

Education program, along with 

a variety of parish-based 

organizations and activities. 

 

If you are interested in joining 

the Basilica parish, please email 

olvrectory@olvbasilica.org or 

call (716) 828-9444.  All are 

welcome! 

DEAR SISTERS AND 

BROTHERS IN CHRIST, 

 

In the Gospel of St. John for the Second 

Sunday of Easter, we read of one of the 

first post-resurrection appearances of 

the Risen Lord Jesus to His disciples.  

“On the evening of the first day of the 

week, when the doors were locked, 

where the disciples were, for fear of the 

Jews, Jesus came and stood in their 

midst and said to them, “Peace be with 

you.”  When he had said this, he showed 

them his hands and his side.  The 

disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace 

be with you.” 

 

I can’t help but think that, in the midst of 

all we have experienced this past year 

with the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 

more than ever we all need to hear 

these words.  My prayer for all of you is 

that when you reflect on this gospel 

today, you will hear the voice of Jesus 

speak to your heart, “Peace be with you!”  

With all of the uncertainty and the 

challenges we continue to face, we need 

to rely on the Lord Jesus and place our 

faith in His Risen Presence in our midst, 

and know and believe that He will never 

leave us and will indeed see us through 

whatever difficulties and challenges we 

face in our daily lives. 

 

This Sunday, the Second Sunday after 

Easter, we celebrate Divine Mercy 

Sunday.  This beautiful feast is in 

response to a request which Jesus 

Himself made to Sister Maria Faustina of 

the Blessed Sacrament (1905-1938), a 

young nun to whom Jesus appeared in 

1931 in her convent cell in Płock, Poland.  

Jesus desired that, on this day, we reflect 

on His infinite mercy and run to Him in 

our weakness and need. 

 

Throughout her life, Faustina reported 

having visions of Jesus and 

conversations with him, of which she 

wrote in her diary, later published as The 

Diary of Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska: 

Divine Mercy in My Soul. 

 

Jesus to Sr. Faustina: 

On one occasion, I heard these words:  

“My daughter, tell the whole world about 

My inconceivable mercy.  I desire that 

the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and 

shelter for all souls, and especially for 

poor sinners.  On that day the very 

depths of My tender mercy are open.  I 

pour out a whole ocean of graces upon 

these souls who approach the fount of 

My mercy.  The soul that will go to 

Confession and receive Holy 

Communion shall obtain complete 

forgiveness of sins and punishment.  On 

that day all the divine floodgates 

through which graces flow are opened.  

Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even 

though its sins be as scarlet.  My mercy is 

so great that no mind, be it of man or of 

angel, will be able to fathom it 

throughout all eternity.  Everything that 

exists has come forth from the very 

depths of My most tender mercy.  Every 

soul in its relation to Me will 

contemplate My love and mercy 

throughout eternity.  The Feast of Mercy 

emerged from My very depths of 

tenderness.  It is my desire that it be 

solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday 

after Easter.  Mankind will not have 

peace until it turns to the Fount of My 

Mercy.” 

 

It was our late Holy Father, now Pope St. 

John Paul II, who canonized St. Faustina 

on the first Sunday after Easter in 2000 

and that day called the Church Universal 

to celebrate this Sunday as Divine Mercy 

Sunday in order to spread the message 

of Jesus’ infinite Mercy.  Pope John Paul 

II died five years later on the eve of 

Divine Mercy Sunday. 

 

Sr. Faustina wrote that on the night of 

Sunday, 22 February 1931, while she was 

in her cell in her convent in Płock, Jesus 

appeared wearing a white garment with 

red and pale rays emanating from his 

heart.  In her diary she wrote that Jesus 

told her:  “Paint an image according to 

the pattern you see, with the signature: 

‘Jesus, I trust in You.’  I promise that the 

soul that will venerate this image will 

not perish.  I also promise victory over its 

enemies already here on earth, 

especially at the hour of death.  I myself 

will defend it as my own glory.  I am 

offering people a vessel with which they 

are to keep coming for graces to the 

fountain of mercy.  That vessel is this 

image with the signature: ‘Jesus, I trust 

in You.’  I desire that this image be 
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My Jesus, I believe that 

You  are present in the 

Most Holy Sacrament  

of the altar.  I love You 

above all things, and  

I desire to receive You 

into my soul. 

 

Since I cannot at this 

moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at 

least spiritually into my 

heart. 

 

I embrace You as if You 

were already there and 

unite myself wholly to 

You.  Never permit me 

to be separated from 

You. 

 

Amen. 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL 

COMMUNION 

venerated, first in your chapel, and  

then throughout the world.   

 

This image of Divine Mercy can be 

found in our Basilica in the side chapel 

dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.  

I have also included in this bulletin the 

instructions on how to recite the 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  All are 

welcome to join us for the Divine  

Mercy Holy Hour at 3:00 p.m. on  

Sunday, April 11th. 

 

I know for myself, whenever I become 

anxious or uncertain, I pray the prayer 

that Jesus gave to St. Faustina, “Jesus,  

I trust in You!”  I repeat it over and over 

again until I feel the calming presence 

and peace of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  He never fails to come to my 

aid.  I encourage you to do the same.  

 

 

WORDS OF GRATITUDE: 

 

I wish to thank from the bottom of my 

heart all who assisted in making Holy 

Week and Easter such meaningful 

celebrations.  Special thanks to the 

volunteers and staff who assisted in  

the decorating and cleaning of the 

Basilica: Yordan Kovatchki, Bob 

Pollinger, Sue Zdrojewski, Patti Sawyer,  

Ryley Marciniak, Geo Rosario, Gregory 

Stachowski, Laura Motyka-Schuh,  

Brian J. Schuh, Tina Hatem, Frank 

D’Avanzato, Dan Hawrylczak, Ron & 

Donna Kraus, and Joe Freidman.  I also 

extend sentiments of deepest 

gratitude and appreciation to our 

Director of Music/Organist, Peter 

Gonciarz, and the vocalists who 

assisted with the Masses for Holy Week 

& Easter, as well as all of those who 

served in the various Liturgical 

Ministries, our Ushers, Sacristans, Altar 

Servers, Lectors and Eucharistic 

Ministers.  You all provided amazing 

ministry and service! 

 

I am also deeply grateful to OLV 

Charities under the leadership of our 

CEO, David Kersten, and our OLV 

Media Team, John Pitts and Ashley 

Czarnota, for the taping of our Digital 

Masses and Services, as well as for the 

Live Stream.  You are all a blessing! 

 

On behalf of Fr. Paul, Fr. Romulus,  

Fr. Justin and myself, we thank all of 

our parishioners and benefactors for 

your ongoing support of our parish.   

 

May the Risen Lord Jesus fill you with 

His Peace!  May our beloved Founder, 

Father Baker, intercede for you and 

your loved ones and may Our Lady of 

Victory protect you! 

 

GRATEFULLY, 

FR. DAVID 
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TELEVISED AND  

ONLINE MASSES 

 

The Basilica’s Sunday Mass is 

available each weekend at 

olvbasilica.org.  Simply click on 

the link that will appear in the 

pop-up box.  The Sunday Mass  

is also televised on WGRZ 

Channel 2 at 11:00 a.m. each 

Sunday. 

 

In addition, our daily 12:10 p.m. 

Masses from Monday through 

Saturday in the Basilica are  

live-streamed on our website.  

To view these live Masses, type  

olvbasilica.org/live-streaming  

in your Internet browser, or go 

to olvbasilica.org and click the 

“Live Streaming” button in the 

top right corner of the page. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

SATURDAY, APRIL 10—SATURDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF EASTER 

 7:30 am 

Joseph Sasiadek by grandson David 

12:10 pm For the People of the Parish 

 1:30 pm Wedding: Ethan Michael Best & Johnna Chelsea Matusik 

 4:30 pm Stephen Barnes and Elizabeth Barnes by Michael & Mary Gallagher 

  

SUNDAY, APRIL 11—2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER  (DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY) 

 8:00 am 

Members of the OLV Holy Name Society 

10:00 am 

Ruth Nowicki by the Hatem Family 

12:00 pm 

Michael Chiodo II by Landon Chiodo 

 3:00 pm Eucharistic Holy Hour for Divine Mercy Sunday 

 4:30 pm 

Louis Bartus by Family 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 12—EASTER WEEKDAY 

 7:30 am 

For the People of the Parish 

Dorothy Hammer (living) by David & Mary Grace Frank 

12:10 pm Jacek & Theodora Saniewski by Family 

Betty Lucia by Msgr. David G. LiPuma 

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 13—EASTER WEEKDAY 

 7:30 am 

Edward I. Kaczmarczyk (Anniversary of Death) by Pat & Daughters 

12:10 pm Robert & Norma Bure by Marshall & Carol 

Patricia Dickman by Russell & Judith Caraotta 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14—EASTER WEEKDAY 

 7:30 am 

Joseph J. Rybicki by Kevin Whelan 

Lee & Barb Mytych (living) by Barb Mytych 

12:10 pm Richard T. Smokowski by Ruth M. Smokowski 

Walter L. Burdzy, Sr. by the Swiech Family 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 15—EASTER WEEKDAY�

 7:30 am 

Anelia Sasiadek by grandson David 

12:10 pm Bishop Edward U. Kmiec by Rosalie G. Ciminelli 

Daniel Fulcher by Friends 

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 16—EASTER WEEKDAY 

 7:30 am 

OLV Father Baker Guild 

Rosemary Lawley by OLV Charities 

 8:15 am 

All Souls Intentions 

12:10 pm Peggy Shea (90th Birthday) by daughter Maureen Shea-Keicher 

Lillian Podkulski by Linda Klice 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 17—EASTER WEEKDAY 

 7:30 am 

Michael Nayda, Sr. by son Michael Nayda 

12:10 pm Jamie Jayes by Sandy & Stretch McMahon 

 4:30 pm Martin McHale by Eileen Kelchlin 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18—THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 8:00 am 

Nicholas & Filomena Del Vecchio by the Del Vecchio Family 

10:00 am 

Stella Lalka by Dick & Lucille Powers 

12:00 pm 

Catherine Manilla by the Kipler Family 

 4:30 pm 

Maryann Laks by Msgr. David G. LiPuma 

 

Megan Elizabeth Sullivan  

& Bryan Joseph McParlane 

were married here at  

Our Lady of Victory Basilica  

on March 27, 2021. 

 

Congratulations  

to Mr. & Mrs. 

McParlane! 
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UPCOMING SACRAMENT 

DATES: 

 

�� First Confession 

Grade 2 –  

Parish & School Children 

Saturday, April 24 at 10:00 am 

 

�� First Eucharist 

Grade 3 –  

Parish & School Children 

Saturday, May 8 at 10:00 am 

 

Religious Ed. classes will convene 

on Sunday, April 18 & 25 for a 

follow-up final session.  The 

schedule is: 

 

�� Grades K, 1, 2 & 3— 

Sunday, April 18 from 9-10 am 

 

�� Grades: 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9— 

Sunday, April 25 from 9-10 am 

 

�� Please arrive on time and 

please wear a mask. 

 

Please feel free to contact the 

office (716-828-9437) if you have 

any questions. 

 

MRS. CARM ZOMERI 

DRE 

HOW TO RECITE THE  

CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY 

The Chaplet of Mercy is recited using ordinary rosary beads of five decades.  

The Chaplet is preceded by two opening prayers from the  

Diary of Saint Faustina and followed by a closing prayer. 

1. Make the Sign of the Cross 

 

2. Optional Opening Prayers: 

��You expired, Jesus, but the 

source of life gushed forth for 

souls, and the ocean of mercy 

opened up for the whole world.  

O Fount of Life, unfathomable 

Divine Mercy, envelop the  

whole world and empty  

Yourself out upon us. 

��Repeat three times:  

O Blood and Water, which 

gushed forth from the Heart of 

Jesus as a fount of mercy for us,  

I trust in You! 

 

3. Recite Our Father 

 

4. Recite Hail Mary 

 

5. Recite Apostles’ Creed: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, and in 

Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 

was buried; He descended into hell; on 

the third day He rose again from the 

dead; He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty; from there He will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy 

Catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and life 

everlasting. Amen. 

6. The Eternal Father: 

 Eternal Father, I offer you the 

Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity 

of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our 

Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement of 

our sins and those of the whole 

world. 

 

7. On the 10 small beads of each 

decade: 

 For the sake of His sorrowful 

Passion, have mercy on us and  

on the whole world. 

 

8. Repeat for the remaining decades, 

 saying the “Eternal Father” (#6)  

on the “Our Father” bead and then 

10 “For the sake of His sorrowful 

Passion” (#7) on the following  

“Hail Mary” beads. 

 

9. Conclude with Holy God:  

 Repeat three times:  

Holy God, Holy Mighty One,  

Holy Immortal One, have mercy 

on us and on the whole world. 

 

10. Optional Closing Prayer 

 Eternal God, in whom mercy is 

endless and the treasury of 

compassion inexhaustible, look 

kindly upon us and increase Your 

mercy in us, that in difficult 

moments we might not despair 

nor become despondent, but  

with great confidence submit 

ourselves to Your holy will, which 

is Love and Mercy itself. Amen! 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

Sunday, April 18 

 8:00 am Pat Allman;  

Michalene Murray  

10:00 am David & Doreen West  

12:00 pm 

 

Christopher Swan; 

Sandy Swiech  

 4:30 pm 

Saturday, April 17 

Tracy Allen; Kathy Clark 

 

 4:30 pm 

Bob & Darlene 

McDonough  

LECTORS 

Saturday, April 17 

 4:30 pm Linda Smolen 

  

Sunday, April 18 

 8:00 am Ryan Harrington  

10:00 am William O’Rourke  

12:00 pm Michael Kipler  

 4:30 pm Mickey Pawenski  
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Sunday, April 18, 3:00 p.m. 

 

The SSJ Sister Karen Klimczak 

Center for Nonviolence will 

present Media Madness  via Zoom 

and Facebook, which includes 

Providing Youth Alternatives to 

Violence (Rev. Frederick A. Gelsey, Sr.) 

and an introduction of The Youth 

Homicide Education & Prevention 

Media Arts Project.  For info, go to 

sisterkarencenter.org or the Sister 

Karen Center Facebook page. 

MEDIA MADNESS:  

YOUTH ALTERNATIVES  

TO VIOLENCE 

To provide for the ongoing 

maintenance of our Basilica and 

to support our parish ministries, 

we depend on weekly offertory 

donations.  Offertory envelopes 

can be mailed or dropped off at 

the Rectory at 767 Ridge Road, 

Lackawanna, NY 14218.  For easy 

online giving, please go to 

olvbasilica.weshareonline.org.  

We are deeply grateful for your 

continued support of Our Lady 

of Victory Basilica! 

SUNDAY, MARCH 28, 2021 

  

Weekly (Envelopes & Loose) $9,411.25 

Weekly (Online) $1,272.00 

Monthly 

$196.00 

Ash Wednesday $3.00 

Easter Flowers $344.00 

Easter $636.00 

Fuel $11.00 

Shrine $2,552.52 

Holy Land (Good Friday) $22.00 

TOTAL 

$14,450.77 

Black & Indian Missions $3.00 

CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS 

OF THE AMERICAS 

MEETING 

Monday, April 12, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Court #1043 will meet in the OLV 

Elementary School Cafeteria to 

discuss our 94th anniversary 

party, summer retreat offerings, 

our continuing study of Mary’s 

Mantle, details of our upcoming 

fundraiser, and a report on our 

diaper drive.  CDA is a national 

organization of Catholic women, 

ages 18+.  All are welcome! 

EVERYBODY OUTDOORS:  

WEEKEND ONLINE AUCTION 

Be sure to join us for this year’s Victory 

Nite Online Auction from May 6th until 

May 9th.  Prizes include weekend 

getaways, fishing and camping gear, 

golf packages, backyard BBQ and all 

things outdoors!  Proceeds benefit OLV 

Human Services’ REV UP Center, where 

troubled youth learn new skills and 

participate in restorative recreational 

activities.  To view the amazing auction 

prizes, go to www.victorynite.org.  For 

questions, donations, or to volunteer, 

contact Shannon Donovan at 828-9610. 


