OUR LADY OF VICTORY
NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA
767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, New York 14218
Phone: (716) 828-9444; FAX: (716) 828-9429
E-mail: olvrectory@olvbasilica.org
Website: www.olvbasilica.org

Sunday, June 7, 2020 - Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
PASTOR/RECTOR:
IN RESIDENCE:

Rev. Msgr. David G. LiPuma
Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard

PAROCHIAL VICARS:
Rev. Justin J. Steeg
Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv.
DEACON:

Deacon Michael V. Comerford

RECTORY OFFICE:
Until further notice, the Rectory Office will be closed.
For assistance, call (716) 828-9444 to leave a message
and someone will return your call as soon as possible.
MASSES:
We deeply regret there will be no public Masses until
further notice. The Basilica will remain open for private
prayer from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. daily.
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:
We sincerely apologize that due to the coronavirus
pandemic, there will be no scheduled Confessions.
Penitents aware of mortal sin are encouraged to make a
good Act of Contrition with the intent to go to Confession
the next time it is made available for the public.

SCHOOL:
2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
Mrs. Carolyn M. Kraus, Principal
Phone: (716) 828-9434
E-mail: elementary@olvbasilica.org
Website: www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org
RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE:
2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
Ms. Carmelann Zomeri, Director
Phone: (716) 828-9437
E-mail: religioused@olvbasilica.org
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM:
James Murphy, Gift Shop Manager
(716) 828-9433 / olvgiftshop@olvbasilica.org
Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs
(716) 828-9424 / dbosinski@olvbasilica.org
Until further notice, the Basilica Gift Shop & Museum
will be closed and there will be no group tours.
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— A Message from the Pastor —
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
I know we have all been shaken by the recent civil unrest in our
community and in cities across our state and country as a result
of the tragic death of George Floyd in Minneapolis. Let us pray
fervently for an end of racism, discrimination, violence and abuse
in all of its forms. Let us pray that peace and justice will reign in
the hearts of all men and women, and that begins with each one
of us. May we speak words that build up others rather than
divide or bring them down. May our actions be such that others
will know that we are Christians who are dedicated to the
protection of all life from the moment of conception until natural
death.
I share with you the recent statement issued by our Apostolic
Administrator, Bishop Scharfenberger, on the death of George
Floyd and the subsequent turmoil:
“As followers of Jesus Christ and as Catholics, we have the
responsibility and mandate to eliminate the tragedy and
scourge of racism. Our hearts ache for the family of George
Floyd who suffered and died senselessly at the hands of those
sworn to serve and protect. We mourn with people of
conscience everywhere who have been motivated to speak out
against abuse of power and to give voice to all who suffer the
persistent injustices of racist attitudes and practices. It is not
enough just to decry injustice, or even to pray and sympathize
with those who suffer from an everyday experience of being
treated as inferior or unworthy because of their racial or ethnic
identities. This must be our constant work.
“We have no more urgent task than to join with those of all
faiths in promoting the God-given dignity of each and every
person, and to come together in these troubling days of our
national life to bring about understanding, acceptance and
healing among people of all races and backgrounds.”
Here at Our Lady of Victory National Shrine & Basilica, let us
unite in prayer, invoking the intercession of Father Baker and the
protection of Our Lady of Victory for all who are suffering and
struggling in any way at this time. May we truly be the “City of
Charity” for all God’s people. Amen!
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Guidelines for Safely Returning to Public Masses & Prayer
As we get closer to having Public Masses once again in our
beautiful Basilica, I share with you the following information:
While resuming some semblance of social, religious and
economic normalcy involves some risks, our parish family
desires to manage prudently those risks so as to create an
environment that will minimize the adverse impact of the virus
and make everyone feel safe. In a spirit of charity and with a
concern for the common good, Catholics should not take

unnecessary risks with their health or engage in behaviors that
place the health of others at unnecessary risk.
The following are recommendations of how our parishes will return
to public Mass, funerals, weddings, baptisms and devotions, while
at the same time observing practices that help to keep us all safe.
Continue to Dispense from the Sunday Obligation: So that
Catholics do not feel compelled to attend Mass during the ongoing
pandemic, the dispensation given by the Bishop from the
obligation for Catholics to attend Sunday Mass will remain in effect
until it is safe to revoke it. Persons with higher vulnerability to the
virus are strongly encouraged to take advantage of the
dispensation and refrain from attending public Mass. Our Sunday
Masses will continue to be available each week on our website at
olvbasilica.org, as well as our other social media platforms.
Those Who Have Symptoms: Out of charity and concern for the
welfare of others, anyone with any kind of acute symptoms, a
fever, or recent exposure to an infected person should not attend
religious services.
Those Attending: Those who attend Masses and other religious
services in the Basilica should observe the following:

 The six-foot minimum social distancing requirements.
 No holy water in entry fonts.
 Pews have been roped off throughout the Basilica to indicate
where you may not sit.
 Families of course can sit together. Individuals should keep a
safe distance away from others.
 Touchless hand sanitizer dispensers have been installed at all
of the entrances to the Basilica. Please purify hands with
sanitizer before entering the Basilica and as you exit.
 Wear a mask, covering your mouth and nose, prior to entering
the Basilica until after leaving the Basilica.
 Avoid shaking hands, hugging or other close contact with
individuals who are not members of your household.
 Congregational singing will be suspended to limit droplet
dispersion.
 There will be no passing of the collection baskets. Instead
large baskets will be provided near the line for Holy
Communion for the deposit of offertory envelopes.
 The offertory procession will be suspended.
 For those opting to receive Holy Communion, ushers will direct
you to the Communion stations. Please approach the minister
only one pew at a time, always observing the six-foot minimum
distancing between individuals who are not members of the
same household and observing the mask usage practices.
 Ministers distributing Communion will wear masks. They will
sanitize their hands before and after distribution.
 Communion cannot be distributed with gloves, nor be received
by a member of the faithful if they are wearing gloves; risks of
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mishaps with the Eucharist are too great.
Distribution of the Sacred Host will be carefully
“dropped” in the cupped hand of the communicant,
avoiding skin to skin contact.
There will be no reception of Holy Communion on the
tongue, nor reception of Holy Communion from the
chalice. Spiritual Communion is strongly encouraged
for those unable to receive.
All missalettes have been removed from the Basilica.
Once public Masses are permitted, we will provide a
disposable liturgy program for weekend Masses.
Our maintenance staff continues to sanitize the Basilica,
wiping down door handles, railings, pews and kneelers.
They will also do this before and after each Mass.

Departure from Mass: Once again, in order to maintain
safe distancing and avoid unnecessary contact, the
departure from the Basilica will be done row by row. This
will eliminate any congestion at the doors.
For the time being, you are kindly asked not to congregate
inside the Basilica.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation and
understanding of the guidelines for the safe return to church
for public Masses and devotions. We continue to pray for
those suffering from the virus and for those who care for
them.
Please note that a letter with these instructions will be sent
to all parishioners in the coming week. When we are given
the go ahead to have public Masses for more than 10
people, I will make a robocall to all parishioners and post
the announcement on our website and other social media
platforms.
Finally, a parishioner recently sent me this prayer that was
published in our bulletin several years ago. It is very timely
for all that is going on today in our Church and society:
O most powerful Lady of Victory, please ask our Lord of
Victory to strengthen my faith, for when the day’s
setbacks threaten to overwhelm me, I forget that Christ
has already won the victory, and I fall into despair.
Dearest Mother, catch me before I crash, and fill me with
your faith in God’s plan. Remind me to look beyond the
failure to the moment to the life of eternity. Teach me to
trust in God’s providence, to believe that all will be well.
Inspire me to hope again, that I may believe in Christ’s
ability to overcome all obstacles and bring to fruition
God’s design for my life. Amen!
Our Lady of Victory… pray for us!
God bless you! I so look forward to seeing you soon! Be
safe!
Fr. David
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Mass Schedule
While public Masses are suspended due to health concerns,
the priests at Our Lady of Victory are saying private Masses.
The intentions listed will be offered at these private Masses.
Saturday, June 6—Weekday
7:30 am To Honor the Sacred Heart of Jesus by Carmen Rose
Kozlowski
11:30 am Wedding: Nicholas Joseph Stachowski &
Kathryn Elizabeth Lukasiewicz
1:30 pm Wedding: Frank Mario Casey &
Amber Marie Doxbeck
4:30 pm Louis & Anita Morrocco by Estate
Sunday, June 7—The Most Holy Trinity
8:00 am Bernardo & Maria Ceccarelli by Angelo Ceccarelli
& Family
10:00 am Jerome & Cynthia Kida by Karen & Greg
12:00 pm Altar and Rosary Society
4:30 pm Michael R. Schiavi by Mary Alice Schiavi & Family
Monday, June 8—Weekday (Tenth Week in Ordinary Time)
7:30 am All Souls Intentions
12:10 pm Leo Eckman (Birthday Remembrance) by Mary Jarosz
Tuesday, June 9—Weekday
7:30 am Michael Allman by Msgr. David G. LiPuma
12:10 pm Giacomo Catalucci (living) by Victtorio & Margaret Bueme
Wednesday, June 10—Weekday
7:30 am Ronald J. Simchick by wife and daughters
12:10 pm Adam E. Opiel by Family
Thursday, June 11—Saint Barnabas, Apostle
7:30 am Richard Bosinski by Family
Sam Grasso by Children
12:10 pm Aloisius J. Oczek (Anniv. of Death) by wife Charlotte Oczek
Friday, June 12—Weekday
7:30 am Roswell Park IV by Frederick Attea
8:15 am OLV Father Baker Guild Members
12:10 pm Dick Hearn (Birthday Remembrance) by the Swiech Family
Saturday, June 13—St. Anthony of Padua, Priest and Doctor of
the Church
7:30 am James & Helen Mahoney by Karne Mahoney
4:30 pm William & Winifred Dillon by the Dillon Family
Sunday, June 14—The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
8:00 am Holy Name Society
10:00 am Julio & Bernardina Ceccarelli by the Ceccarelli Family
12:00 pm Grandma & Grampa Kropczynski by Cookie & Family
4:30 pm Robert S. Kroll by Family
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— A Message from the Principal —
Dear Our Lady of Victory Parishioners and School Families,
Our parish, faculty, staff, and school families continue to be
steadfastly committed to the education of our children and
have always gone the extra mile. So it is of no surprise that
10 weeks ago our school community courageously stepped
up to the challenge of transforming OLV to a complete
distance learning school.
I can’t thank Fr. David enough for his continued support
during this very challenging time. Our faculty and staff have
been more than amazing! They are all superstars who
continue to be committed to keeping the learning flames at
full blaze in the minds of our OLV children. To our families
who didn’t expect to become homeschool parents, but who
all rose to the challenge and made the transition to help and
support their children at home so they could continue to
learn this year’s curriculum and succeed, thank you for your
never-ending and essential support and dedication. It is
true, it does, “Take a village.” And our village is so very
special.
The month of June is upon us, and we will continue doing
our best to provide a positive and memorable end-of-theyear experience for our students as this virus continues to
prevent us from celebrating those important yearly
milestones for everyone in the most traditional ways. Yes,
we have had to put our creative thinking caps on in order to
reorganize and honor the accomplishments of all of our
students, especially our graduates. We have some
wonderful events planned that will honor them but continue
to keep all involved safe.
Please pray our school returns to brick and mortar in the
fall. With that, we continue to plan for our next academic
year regardless of whether we are here in school or at
home. We are currently accepting enrollment for grades
Pre-Kindergarten through grade eight.
We are excited to announce that we received Buffalo
bussing for all of our families who reside in the city of
Buffalo. This has been a long time coming and I am
grateful to all who assisted in securing this for our hardworking city of Buffalo families.
Our school office is now open every day. If you have any
questions, or would like to hear more about our great
school, please don’t hesitate to call 828-9435. As
previously said, OLV is at the forefront of the move to

Distance Learning and through careful planning and
communication, we will continue to lead when we return to
campus.
Thank you, parishioners, for your continued support of our
school and Catholic Education. We appreciate it now more
than ever before as these continue to be challenging times
for our Catholic Schools.
Stay Safe and God Bless
Mrs. Carolyn Kraus
Principal

Important Events
 Tuesday, June 9 at 10:30 a.m.—
Pre-Kindergarten Graduation Car Parade
 Wednesday, June 10 at 10:30 a.m.—
Kindergarten Graduation Car Parade
 Thursday, June 18 at 11:00 a.m.—
Ribbon Day for our Eighth Grade Graduates
 End of the year Academic and Sports Awards will
be given out virtually on scheduled class days.
 Friday, June 19 and Monday, June 22—
Textbook Drop-off and Supply Pickup—
Come at your scheduled time.
 Wednesday, June 24—HELLO SUMMER!
Come say goodbye and pick up your awards and
report cards in our final Goodbye Car Parade!
 Monday, August 17—Eighth Grade Graduation
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Sacrament of Baptism:
Our Parish offers a special Pre-Baptism
preparation program for parents who desire to
share their faith with their children. Parents-tobe must attend this class prior to the birth of
their child. Baptisms are usually scheduled
two times each month. Call the Rectory to
register for classes. Godparents must be
Confirmed and practicing Catholics. Nonparishioners are required to have a Letter of
Recommendation to serve as a sponsor.

Sacrament of Marriage:
To be married in the Basilica, you must be an
active parishioner for at least 9 months prior to
setting a date. Engaged couples should contact
the pastor before making other wedding
arrangements. Couples are required to attend a
Pre-Cana Conference, or equivalent premarriage preparation program.

Letters of Recommendation:
Recommendations to act as sponsors for
Baptism or Confirmation can be issued only to
registered members of Our Lady of Victory
Parish who have received the Sacrament of
Confirmation, attend Mass and receive Holy
Communion regularly, and have their children
attending a Catholic school or Religious
Education class. If married, the marriage must
be in conformity with the regulations of the
Catholic Church.

Care of the Sick:
Please notify the rectory office for a visit to
any family member who is sick, in the hospital
or confined to home. Regular home
Communion visits are usually on the First
Friday of the month by a priest, deacon, or
minister of the Eucharist.

The following regularly-scheduled
public devotions and group tours are
cancelled until further notice:

Devotions:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins
immediately after the 12:10 p.m. Mass in the
Basilica on Fridays and concludes with
Benediction at 5:00 p.m.

First Friday:
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Weekly Offerings
Dear Parishioners,
These are the contribution totals received at the rectory
for last weekend. Thank you for your continued
generosity, as we rely on your donations to maintain our
beautiful Basilica and to support our parish ministries.
During this time, I encourage you to mail your offertory
envelopes to the Rectory Office at 767 Ridge Road,
Lackawanna, NY 14218, or to donate online at
olvbasilica.org. I am deeply grateful for your support!
—Fr. David
WEEKEND OF MAY 30—31
Weekly Offertory
Monthly Offertory
Easter
Easter Flowers
Holy Day: Ascension of the Lord
Maintenance
Altar & Rosary Society
Catholic Home Missions
Catholic Newspaper
Communications Campaign
Church in Latin America & Africa
Cause for Canonization
Pennies to Heaven
Shrines
Total

$9,811.35
$135.00
$55.00
$5.00
$737.50
$16.00
$10.00
$1.00
$3.00
$10.00
$40.00
$37.00
$11.00
$1,455.00
$12,326.85

2021 Mass Intentions
Please note that next year’s Mass Book is not available yet and we
are not scheduling any 2021 Mass intentions at this time. We will
provide further details about when, and how, we will begin to schedule
those intentions. Thank you for your understanding and patience.

On the eve of the First Friday of each month,
there are confessions from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Mass is celebrated at 7:30 p.m. on First Friday.

Tours:
To schedule a tour of OLV Basilica, please
contact Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica
Programs, at dbosinski@olvbasilica.org or
716-828-9424.

Please pray for the
canonization of our founder,
Venerable Nelson Baker.
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