OUR LADY OF VICTORY
NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA
767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, New York 14218
Phone: (716) 828-9444; FAX: (716) 828-9429
E-mail: olvrectory@olvbasilica.org
Website: www.olvbasilica.org

Sunday, May 24, 2020 - Seventh Sunday of Easter
PASTOR/RECTOR:
IN RESIDENCE:

Rev. Msgr. David G. LiPuma
Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard

PAROCHIAL VICARS:
Rev. Justin J. Steeg
Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv.
DEACON:

Deacon Michael V. Comerford

RECTORY OFFICE:
Until further notice, the Rectory Office will be closed.
For assistance, call (716) 828-9444 to leave a message
and someone will return your call as soon as possible.
MASSES:
We deeply regret there will be no public Masses until
further notice. The Basilica will remain open for private
prayer from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. daily.
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:
We sincerely apologize that due to the coronavirus
pandemic, there will be no scheduled Confessions.
Penitents aware of mortal sin are encouraged to make a
good Act of Contrition with the intent to go to Confession
the next time it is made available for the public.

SCHOOL:
2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
Mrs. Carolyn M. Kraus, Principal
Phone: (716) 828-9434
E-mail: elementary@olvbasilica.org
Website: www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org
RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE:
2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
Ms. Carmelann Zomeri, Director
Phone: (716) 828-9437
E-mail: religioused@olvbasilica.org
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM:
James Murphy, Gift Shop Manager
(716) 828-9433 / olvgiftshop@olvbasilica.org
Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs
(716) 828-9424 / dbosinski@olvbasilica.org
Until further notice, the Basilica Gift Shop & Museum
will be closed and there will be no group tours.
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— A Message from the Pastor —
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

Entrance & Welcome:

There are signs of hope as the weather breaks and as we
begin to reopen here in Western New York under Phase 1. As
I write this message to you, however, it is still uncertain when
our churches will be able to reopen for the celebration of Public
Masses.

 Each member of the faithful over 2 years of age will be
required to wear a mask when entering the Basilica.

The Diocese of Buffalo has provided now some detailed
Liturgical Norms for when we are gradually able to reopen for
Public Masses. I am working with my brother priests here at
the Basilica, as well as our maintenance staff and others, to
look at ways we can be as safe as possible in allowing people
to come to Mass. We also recognize that capacity per Mass
will have to be limited for a time.

 Social distancing must be observed when visiting Our Lady of
Victory Basilica.

I will continue to keep you informed through our parish bulletin
and our website. For now, I want to repeat some of what I
shared with you last week, along with some additional
information:
A return to public celebrations will be safe, gradual, and
ordered. We will strive for progress, not perfection. There will,
no doubt, be challenges and frustrations, and adjustments may
need to be made along the way. We must accept reasonable
sacrifices to serve our own community, so as not to contribute
to a rebound effect of the virus.
A communication plan will be sent to all parishioners prior to
reopening so that you know what to expect when you return to
Mass.
 Until further notice, Catholics in the Diocese of Buffalo
continue to be dispensed from the obligation to attend Mass
on Sundays, in particular for those who are most vulnerable.
 People who are at risk because of an underlying health
issue or who are elderly or infirm will strongly be
encouraged to stay at home, for their own health, and to
avoid any risk of contracting the virus.

 Digital Masses will continue to be provided on our parish
website at olvbasilica.org, in order to optimize the number
of people who can participate at Mass.
 Spiritual Communion is strongly encouraged for those
unable to attend Public Mass.

 You are encouraged to take your temperature at home, and to
remain at home if you are experiencing any symptoms or
believe you may have been exposed to those with COVID-19.

 Sections of pews will be roped off throughout the Basilica.

 Whenever possible, the doors of the Basilica will be propped
open so that people can come and go without needing to
touch the doors.
 Hand sanitizer is available at all the entrances to the Basilica.
 Our maintenance staff continues to sanitize the Basilica,
wiping down door handles, railings, pews and kneelers.
 You are encouraged to bring your own disinfectant wipes to
assist with sanitizing the area that you will occupy.
 Holy Water Fonts will remain empty.
Liturgical Changes:
 The Entrance Procession will be the Priest Celebrant and
Deacon only who will process in the short way and go directly
to the sanctuary. Altar Servers for the time being will not
participate and the choir is also temporarily suspended.
 Ushers, Sacristans, Eucharistic Ministers and Lectors will be
given instructions prior to the reopening of Masses as to how
their liturgical roles will be carried out.
 There will be no offertory procession. The bread and wine for
Mass will simply be prepared on the credence table and kept
away from public areas.
 Instructions on how to take up the collection will be provided.
 Congregational singing will be temporarily discontinued, since
singing expels more respiratory particles than speaking does.
One Cantor/Soloist will be used.
 The Sign of Peace may be exchanged by a simple nod of the
head to whomever is standing around you.

 Regular pastoral visits to hospitals and to the homebound
remain suspended. The priests only may visit the homebound for emergency sacramental visits, but must wear
masks when doing so.

 Holy Communion will only be distributed in the hand and the
distribution of the Precious Blood from the cup will remain
suspended. Spacing will be provided as you approach the
Priest/Deacon or Eucharistic Minister, who will be wearing
masks as they distribute Holy Communion.

 The Sacraments of Initiation (RCIA) are delayed until we
can safely gather for Public Masses. This also includes
First Penance and First Holy Communion for our children.

 We are removing all of the hymnals from the pews. Once
Public Masses are permitted, we will provide a disposable
Liturgy Program for Weekend Masses.
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Our major goal in all of this is to allow people to return
to Sunday and Weekday Masses and to keep everyone
safe. We kindly ask that if you do not feel well, please
remain at home.
Weekly/Monthly Offertory & Online Contributions
I am deeply grateful to all of our parishioners who have
signed on for online giving to support Our Lady of
Victory Basilica Parish, as well as all those who
continue to mail or drop off your offertory envelopes. If
you have not already done so, I encourage you to do
so. I realize that these are very challenging and difficult
times, financially and emotionally. In order for us to
continue to maintain the upkeep of our beautiful and
historic Basilica, as well as to provide for our essential
mission and ministries, including our Parish School, we
depend on your offertory and generous support.
Special thanks as well for all who continue to mail in
their Catholic Charities donations for the 2020 Appeal.
There are so many people throughout Western New
York who are in need, especially now as a result of
COVID-19. Your support will ensure that no one will fall
through the cracks and that everyone will continue to
be cared for, especially the poor and vulnerable of our
community. Every dollar, every donation, makes a
difference. Please give to Catholic Charities!
Finally, next Sunday is the Feast of Pentecost
(May 31). As we prepare for Pentecost, let us pray
the prayer to the Holy Spirit, especially at this time of
renewal and change in our Church and society:
Come, Holy Spirit
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the
hearts of your faithful and
enkindle in them the fire of
your love. Send forth your
Spirit and they shall be
created. And you shall
renew the face of the earth.
Let us pray…
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit,
did instruct the hearts of the faithful,
grant us in the same Spirit to be truly wise
and ever to rejoice in His consolation.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gratefully,
Fr. David
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Mass Schedule
While public Masses are suspended due to health concerns,
the priests at Our Lady of Victory are saying private Masses.
The intentions listed will be offered at these private Masses.
Saturday, May 23—Easter Weekday
7:30 am Novena in Honor of Our Lady of Victory
12:10 pm Joanne M. Matusik by Msgr. David G. LiPuma
4:30 pm Louis, Ann & Donna Manzo by the Manzo Family
Sunday, May 24—Seventh Sunday of Easter
8:00 am Loretta McNamara by Deacon & Mrs. Comerford
10:00 am Ruth Nowicki by LouAnn Pawlak
12:00 pm Anthony Iannicelli by Joseph & Marta Iannicelli
4:30 pm Novena in Honor of Our Lady of Victory
Monday, May 25—Easter Weekday
7:30 am James Patrick Phillips by Estate
Robert Ward, Sr. by Deborah Russell
12:10 pm Frank Lautner by Msgr. David G. LiPuma
Hugh Kelly by Bob & Joan Campanile
Tuesday, May 26—Saint Philip Neri, Priest
7:30 am Lucille Gregoire-Koba & Ted Koba (Wedding Anniversary)
by loving family
Edwin Balcerzak, Jr. by Bill & Alice Frank
12:10 pm Muriel Joan Wasko by James & Xueyan Ruska
Wednesday, May 27—Easter Weekday
7:30 am HOC House Blessing Mass
Larry McLaughlin by Bob & Joan Campanile
12:10 pm John T. Kemp by Msgr. David G. LiPuma
Thursday, May 28—Easter Weekday
7:30 am John Idzior by Anonymous
12:10 pm Nicholas J. Vertalino by Family
Friday, May 29—Easter Weekday
7:30 am Joseph Harrington by Msgr. David G. LiPuma
8:15 am OLV Spiritual Association Members
12:10 pm Robert M. Opiel, Jr. by wife and daughters
Saturday, May 30—Easter Weekday
7:30 am Peter & Marianne Slaski by Estate
12:10 pm Ruth S. McCann by Msgr. David G. LiPuma
4:30 pm James Kern by wife Maria Kern
Sunday, May 31—Pentecost Sunday
8:00 am James, Frances & Mary Kathryn Schaffer by Estate
10:00 am Chester & Theresa Lelito by Kevin Lelito & Sharon Stanton
12:00 pm Grandma & Grandpa Blanche & Joe Rams by Cookie &
Family
4:30 pm Rev. Aaron Kulczyk (living) by Margaret Anne & Family
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2021 Mass Intentions
Please note that next year’s Mass Book
is not available yet and we are not
scheduling any 2021 Mass intentions at
this time. We are waiting for the rectory
office to reopen, so that our staff can be
onsite to prepare the Mass calendar
and be ready to assist you.

to

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathon & Marissa
(Harper) Rehner who were married
at Our Lady of Victory Basilica
on Saturday, May 16, 2020.

When the 2021 Mass Book is ready, we will provide further
details about when, and how, we will begin to schedule those
intentions. Thank you for your understanding and your
patience.

Weekly Offerings

Scripture Reflection
Seventh Sunday of Easter:
Devoted to Prayer
Today, as we await
Pentecost, we come
to the end of the
baptismal homily
from Peter that we
have heard over
the past few weeks.
This homily was written by a realist who knew the joy
and the glory of a Resurrection faith, but also knew that
the strength of that faith would be put to the test and
tried in suffering.
Earlier this year we heard Jesus preach, “Blessed are
you when they insult you . . . because of me” (Matthew
5:11) and this is echoed today by Peter. These words
are also formed in the image of Christ who prays to the
Father in heaven today, a prayer that is placed in John’s
Gospel right before Jesus endures his suffering and
death.
Our awaiting the Spirit, awaiting our mission for Christ,
means that we are, most likely, awaiting some sort of
trial and suffering. We don’t endure the same degree of
persecution that Peter and John knew, but each of us
has our faith put to the test eventually. And it is for this
reason that we, like Jesus and like those faithful
followers gathered in the upper room, devote ourselves
to prayer.
© J. S. Paluch Co.

Dear Parishioners,
These are the contribution totals received at the rectory
for last weekend. Thank you for your continued
generosity, as we rely on your donations to maintain our
beautiful Basilica and to support our parish ministries.
During this time, I encourage you to mail your offertory
envelopes to the Rectory Office at 767 Ridge Road,
Lackawanna, NY 14218, or to donate online at
olvbasilica.org. I am deeply grateful for your support!
—Fr. David

WEEKEND OF MAY 16—17
Regular Collections

$8,795.35

Monthly

$365.00

Easter

$80.00

Holy Day: Ascension of the Lord

$142.00

Altar & Rosary Society

$125.00

Shrine
Cause for Canonization

$1,937.00
$208.00

Pennies to Heaven

$14.00

Catholic Communications

$50.00

Latin America
Total

$166.00
$11,882.35
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Sacrament of Baptism:
Our Parish offers a special Pre-Baptism
preparation program for parents who desire to
share their faith with their children. Parents-tobe must attend this class prior to the birth of
their child. Baptisms are usually scheduled
two times each month. Call the Rectory to
register for classes. Godparents must be
Confirmed and practicing Catholics. Nonparishioners are required to have a Letter of
Recommendation to serve as a sponsor.

Sacrament of Marriage:
To be married in the Basilica, you must be an
active parishioner for at least 9 months prior to
setting a date. Engaged couples should contact
the pastor before making other wedding
arrangements. Couples are required to attend a
Pre-Cana Conference, or equivalent premarriage preparation program.

Letters of Recommendation:

2020
Appeal
As we reflect on this Easter season of ultimate hope and unconditional love,
we want to also express our deep gratitude to all who have donated or
pledged to the 2020 Appeal in support of Catholic Charities and the Fund
for the Faith. Thank you for thinking of those most in need in Western New
York and deciding to give them the gift of comfort, peace, healing, and
hope. Together, with your generous help, we will continue to accomplish
wonderful things!
If you have not yet made a gift, you can visit ccwny.org/donation or call
(716) 218-1400. Please make sure to identify yourself as a parishioner of
Our Lady of Victory. No matter the amount, your gift makes a difference!
“Think of Me.”

Recommendations to act as sponsors for
Baptism or Confirmation can be issued only to
registered members of Our Lady of Victory
Parish who have received the Sacrament of
Confirmation, attend Mass and receive Holy
Communion regularly, and have their children
attending a Catholic school or Religious
Education class. If married, the marriage must
be in conformity with the regulations of the
Catholic Church.

Care of the Sick:
Please notify the rectory office for a visit to
any family member who is sick, in the hospital
or confined to home. Regular home
Communion visits are usually on the First
Friday of the month by a priest, deacon, or
minister of the Eucharist.

Tim Weir and Christine Reeves from LPi, our new bulletin printer, are
working on securing new ads for our bulletin. Please consider purchasing an
ad, sponsoring a charity, or In Memory of a Loved One. Your participation
makes our bulletin possible! If you are interested or would like more
information, please call Tim at (716) 602-4588 or e-mail tweir@4lpi.com.
Christine can be reached at (716) 863-8414, or creeves@4lpi.com.

The following regularly-scheduled
public devotions and group tours are
cancelled until further notice:

Devotions:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins
immediately after the 12:10 p.m. Mass in the
Basilica on Fridays and concludes with
Benediction at 5:00 p.m.

First Friday:
On the eve of the First Friday of each month,
there are confessions from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Mass is celebrated at 7:30 p.m. on First Friday.

Tours:
To schedule a tour of OLV Basilica, please
contact Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica
Programs, at dbosinski@olvbasilica.org or
716-828-9424.

Please pray for the
canonization of our founder,
Venerable Nelson Baker.

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

weekly bulletin

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
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eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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email - for FREE!
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Medical Alert System
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Call Today!
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721050 Our Lady of Victory Basilica (B)
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5665 Lake Ave., Orchard Park, NY Southtowns Tax Service
VISIT US ON THE WEB AT CARSTAR.COM/VENTURAS/

NORMAN E. GANNON & SONS, Inc.
FUNERAL HOME
1075 Ridge Road, Lackawanna

824-4000
Brenden, Brian & Patrick Gannon
Funerals ~ Cremations ~ Prearrangements

www.GANNONFUNERAL.com

Ventura’s CARSTAR Collision

716-827-5826

When they had to choose a Reputable Funeral Firm to
arrange and perform the respectful transfer of
Father Nelson Baker to our beloved Basilica, they chose…

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
Individual & Business
Accounting & Tax Service

3368 Nash Road
Hamburg, NY 14075
(716) 675-4100

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Michalek & Harrington
(An Associate of Sieck & Mast)

“The name that has served you for over 50 years”
Spacious Parking
828-1846
Michael Cusack 250 Orchard Park Rd., West Seneca

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in
Your Will.

Attorneys at Law

“Let Our Family Handle All Your Family’s Legal Needs”
PAUL M. MICHALEK
JANE MICHALEK HARRINGTON
JEFFREY M. HARRINGTON
Parishioners

300 Center Road, West Seneca, NY 14224

For further information,
please call the Parish Office.
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3003 South Park Avenue
Lackawanna, NY 14218

716-824-3007
“Four Generations of Our Family Serving Yours”
Matthew J. Pasnik - Funeral Director
721050 Our Lady of Victory Basilica (A)
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• I will Shop & Drop Off
• Package Delivery Service
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• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995
Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket
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• Direct Cremation $899
“The End of High Cost Funerals”
3060 Abbott Road (Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
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