OUR LADY OF VICTORY
NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA
767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, New York 14218
Phone: (716) 828-9444; FAX: (716) 828-9429
E-mail: olvrectory@olvbasilica.org
Website: www.olvbasilica.org

Sunday, May 17, 2020 - Sixth Sunday of Easter
PASTOR/RECTOR:
IN RESIDENCE:

Rev. Msgr. David G. LiPuma
Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard

PAROCHIAL VICARS:
Rev. Justin J. Steeg
Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv.
DEACON:

Deacon Michael V. Comerford

RECTORY OFFICE:
Until further notice, the Rectory Office will be closed.
For assistance, call (716) 828-9444 to leave a message
and someone will return your call as soon as possible.
MASSES:
We deeply regret there will be no public Masses until
further notice. The Basilica will remain open for private
prayer from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. daily.
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:
We sincerely apologize that due to the coronavirus
pandemic, there will be no scheduled Confessions.
Penitents aware of mortal sin are encouraged to make a
good Act of Contrition with the intent to go to Confession
the next time it is made available for the public.

SCHOOL:
2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
Mrs. Carolyn M. Kraus, Principal
Phone: (716) 828-9434
E-mail: elementary@olvbasilica.org
Website: www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org
RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE:
2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
Ms. Carmelann Zomeri, Director
Phone: (716) 828-9437
E-mail: religioused@olvbasilica.org
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM:
James Murphy, Gift Shop Manager
(716) 828-9433 / olvgiftshop@olvbasilica.org
Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs
(716) 828-9424 / dbosinski@olvbasilica.org
Until further notice, the Basilica Gift Shop & Museum
will be closed and there will be no group tours.
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— A Message from the Pastor —
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
I know we are all very concerned about when we will be able to
return to celebrating Public Masses. At the present time, I
know that the Diocese of Buffalo has established a committee
to provide detailed Liturgical Norms for when we are gradually
able to re-open for Public Masses.
I will keep you informed through our parish bulletin and our
website. For now, I share with you some things that most likely
will stay in place:
 The obligation to attend Sunday Mass will remain
suspended at this time.
 People who are at risk because of an underlying health
issue or who are elderly or infirm will be strongly
encouraged to stay at home, for their own health, and to
avoid any risk of contracting the virus.
 Digital Masses will continue to be provided on our parish
website at olvbasilica.org, in order to optimize the number
of people who can participate at Mass.
 Spiritual Communion is strongly encouraged for those
unable to attend Public Mass.
 Regular pastoral visits to hospitals and to the homebound
remain suspended. The priests only may visit the homebound for emergency sacramental visits, but must wear
masks when doing so.
 The Sacraments of Initiation (RCIA) are delayed until we
can safely gather for Public Masses. This also includes
First Penance and First Holy Communion for our children.
 Social distancing must be observed when visiting Our Lady
of Victory Basilica.
 Whenever possible, the doors of the Basilica will be
propped open so that people can come and go without
needing to touch the doors.
 Hand sanitizer is available at all of the entrances to the
Basilica.
 Our maintenance staff continues to sanitize the Basilica,
wiping down door handles, railings, pews and kneelers.
 You may wish to bring your own disinfectant wipes to assist
with sanitizing the area that you will occupy.
 Holy Water Fonts will remain empty.
 Holy Communion will only be distributed in the hand and the
distribution of the Precious Blood from the cup will remain
suspended.
 The Sign of Peace may be exchanged by a simple nod of
the head to whomever is standing around you.

 We are removing all of the hymnals from the pews. Once
Public Masses are permitted, we will provide a disposable
Liturgy Program for Weekend Masses.
More directives will be shared with you as they become available.
It can be expected that sections of the Basilica will be roped off
for social distancing purposes.
Our major goal in all of this is to allow people to return to Sunday
and Weekday Masses and to keep everyone safe. We kindly ask
that, if you do not feel well, you please remain at home.

Weekly / Monthly Offertory
& Online Contributions
I am deeply grateful to all of our
parishioners who have signed on for
online giving to support Our Lady of
Victory Basilica Parish, as well as all
those who continue to mail or drop off
your offertory envelopes. If you have
not already done so, I encourage you to do so. I realize that
these are very challenging and difficult times financially and
emotionally. In order for us to continue to maintain the upkeep of
our beautiful and historic Basilica, as well as to provide for our
essential mission and ministries, including our Parish School, we
depend on your offertory and generous support.
Special thanks as well for all who continue to mail in their
Catholic Charities donations for the 2020 Appeal. There are so
many people throughout Western New York who are in need,
especially now as a result of Covid-19. Your support will ensure
that no one will fall through the cracks and that everyone will
continue to be cared for, especially the poor and vulnerable of
our community. Every dollar, every donation, makes a
difference. Please give to Catholic Charities!
Finally, I found a couple of prayers that have kept me grounded
in the midst of this pandemic that I want to share with you.

A Prayer for Our Uncertain Times
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those
whose lives are at stake. May we who have no risk factors
remember the most vulnerable.
May we who have the luxury of working from home remember
those who must choose between preserving their health and
making their rent. May we who have the flexibility to care for our
children when their schools close remember those who have no
options.
May we who have to cancel our trips remember those who have
no safe place to go.
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May we who are losing our margin money in the
tumult of the economic market remember those who
have no margin at all. May we who settle for a
quarantine at home remember those who have no
home.
As fear grips our country, let us choose love. And
during this time when we may not be able to
physically wrap our arms around each other, let us
yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our
neighbors. Amen.
—Submitted by Fr. Michael Graham, S.J.

A Coronavirus Prayer
Loving God, Your desire is for our wholeness and
well-being. We hold in tenderness and prayer the
collective suffering of our world at this time. We
grieve precious lives lost and vulnerable lives
threatened. We ache for ourselves and our
neighbors, standing before an uncertain future. We
pray: may love, not fear, go viral. Inspire our leaders
to discern and choose wisely, aligned with the
common good. Help us to practice social distancing
and reveal to us new and creative ways to come
together in spirit and in solidarity. Call us to profound
trust in your faithful presence. You, God who does
not abandon. Amen!
—Jesuitresource.org

May God bless all of our parishioners, employees
and friends of Our Lady of Victory National Shrine &
Basilica and OLV Institutions! May Father Baker
intercede for us in bringing an end to this pandemic
and may Our Lady of Victory protect us!
Please know I am deeply grateful for you, my dear
parishioners, in keeping the faith…staying the
course…and persevering in faith, hope and love
until we can all safely gather together again at the
Eucharistic Table of the Lord! I love you all dearly!
Gratefully,
Fr. David

While public Masses have been
temporarily suspended due to
health concerns, the priests at
Our Lady of Victory are saying
private Masses. The intentions
listed will be offered at these
private Masses until further notice.
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Mass Schedule

(celebrated as private Masses)
Saturday, May 16—Easter Weekday
7:30 am Novena in Honor of Our Lady of Victory
12:10 pm Maria Rodriguez Rivera by Family
1:30 pm Wedding: Jonathon Gerald Rehner & Marissa Victoria Harper
4:30 pm Irene Sasiadek by son David Sasiadek
Sunday, May 17—Sixth Sunday of Easter
8:00 am Edward I. Kaczmarczyk by Pat and daughters (Estate)
10:00 am Shaun P. McLaughlin (Wedding Anniversary) by wife Diane
12:00 pm Msgr. John McMahon (Anniversary of Death) by Arthur J. Smith
4:30 pm Novena in Honor of Our Lady of Victory
Monday, May 18—Easter Weekday
7:30 am Oscar Kudlets (Birthday Remembrance)
by daughter Marilyn Gallagher
12:10 pm Novena in Honor of Our Lady of Victory
All Souls Intentions
Tuesday, May 19—Easter Weekday
7:30 am Irene Covino by the Rybicki Family
Richard Bosinski by Family
12:10 pm Jennie Swiech (Anniversary) by the Swiech Family
Novena in Honor of Our Lady of Victory
Wednesday, May 20—Easter Weekday
7:30 am Novena in Honor of Our Lady of Victory
Irene Covino by the Rybicki Family
12:10 pm Emmett O’Leary by the O’Leary Family
Angelo Ceccarelli by wife Gemma and Family
7:30 pm Gregory Beecher by Msgr. David G. LiPuma
Thursday, May 21—Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord
7:30 am Novena in Honor of Our Lady of Victory
9:00 am Michael Allman by Sharon and Meg Glavey
12:10 pm Charles (Buddy) & Eleanor Warren
by Kathleen Warren & Family
Dorothy Petronsky & Allen Kraus by Ron & Donna Kraus
4:30 pm Steve & Helen Zawisa by loving family
Friday, May 22—Easter Weekday
7:30 am Novena in Honor of Our Lady of Victory
David & Pat Twist by John and Mary Twist
12:10 pm Romaine T. Lillis by Virginia Chmielowiec
Saturday, May 23—Easter Weekday
7:30 am Novena in Honor of Our Lady of Victory
12:10 pm Joanne M. Matusik by Msgr. David G. LiPuma
4:30 pm Louis, Ann & Donna Manzo by the Manzo Family
Sunday, May 24—Seventh Sunday of Easter
8:00 am Loretta McNamara by Deacon & Mrs. Comerford
10:00 am Ruth Nowicki by LouAnn Pawlak
12:00 pm Anthony Iannicelli by Joseph & Marta Iannicelli
4:30 pm Novena in Honor of Our Lady of Victory
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— Weekly Offerings —
Dear Parishioners,

WEEKEND OF MAY 2—3

These are the contribution totals
received at the rectory for the last two
weeks, as well as the donations made
through our new WeShare online
giving during the month of April.
We rely on your donations to maintain
our beautiful Basilica and to support
our parish ministries. I encourage you
to mail your offertory envelopes to the
Rectory Office at 767 Ridge Road,
Lackawanna, NY 14218, or to donate
online at olvbasilica.org. Thank you
for your continued generosity!
Fr. David

Regular Collections
Monthly
Easter Flowers
Catholic Newspaper
Altar & Rosary
Shrine
Cause
Pennies
Catholic Home Missions
Holy Day: Ascension
Total

$11,513.95
$1,154.00
$25.00
$97.00
$30.00
$558.00
$158.00
$12.00
$10.00
$40.00
$13,597.95

WEEKEND OF MAY 9—10
Regular Collections
Monthly
Altar & Rosary
Catholic Home Missions
Holy Day: Ascension
Latin America
Total

$10,817.23
$1,101.00
$95.00
$150.00
$125.00
$53.00
$12,341.23

ONLINE DONATIONS FOR APRIL
Regular Collections
Total

$5,090.00
$5,090.00

Scripture Reflection
Sixth Sunday of Easter:
The Reason For Our Hope
“What is the reason for your hope?”
Imagine somebody coming up to you and
asking you that question. Not “What are
you hoping for?” or “What are you hoping
to do?” No, this isn’t about our desires for
possessions or aspirations for life, it’s “Why
do you hope?” Peter today tells us that we
ought to be ready to give an answer to this
question. Truth be told, few of us spend
much time thinking about why we hope.
Luckily, the scriptures today give us our
answers. We hope because Christ
suffered for us, in order that we might
come to God. We hope because we know
that, in the Spirit, God grants us another
Advocate through Christ to remain with us
always. No matter what we might hope for,
whatever we might hope to do, we must
always first know and proclaim the reason
for our hope: the presence of God in Christ,
with us through the power of the Spirit.
© J. S. Paluch Co.

Tim Weir and Christine Reeves from LPi, our new bulletin printer, are
working on securing new ads for our bulletin. Please consider purchasing an
ad, sponsoring a charity, or In Memory of a Loved One. Your participation
makes our bulletin possible! If you are interested or would like more
information, please call Tim at (716) 602-4588 or e-mail tweir@4lpi.com.
Christine can be reached at (716) 863-8414, or creeves@4lpi.com.
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Sacrament of Baptism:
Our Parish offers a special Pre-Baptism
preparation program for parents who desire to
share their faith with their children. Parents-tobe must attend this class prior to the birth of
their child. Baptisms are usually scheduled
two times each month. Call the Rectory to
register for classes. Godparents must be
Confirmed and practicing Catholics. Nonparishioners are required to have a Letter of
Recommendation to serve as a sponsor.

Sacrament of Marriage:
To be married in the Basilica, you must be an
active parishioner for at least 9 months prior to
setting a date. Engaged couples should contact
the pastor before making other wedding
arrangements. Couples are required to attend a
Pre-Cana Conference, or equivalent premarriage preparation program.

Letters of Recommendation:
Recommendations to act as sponsors for
Baptism or Confirmation can be issued only to
registered members of Our Lady of Victory
Parish who have received the Sacrament of
Confirmation, attend Mass and receive Holy
Communion regularly, and have their children
attending a Catholic school or Religious
Education class. If married, the marriage must
be in conformity with the regulations of the
Catholic Church.

2020
Appeal
As we reflect on this Easter season of ultimate hope and
unconditional love, we want to also express our deep
gratitude to all who have donated or pledged to the 2020
Appeal in support of Catholic Charities and the Fund for the
Faith. Thank you for thinking of those most in need in
Western New York and deciding to give them the gift of
comfort, peace, healing, and hope. Together, with your
generous help, we will continue to accomplish wonderful
things!
If you have not yet made a gift, you can visit ccwny.org/
donation or call (716) 218-1400. Please make sure to identify
yourself as a parishioner of Our Lady of Victory. No matter
the amount, your gift makes a difference! “Think of Me.”

Care of the Sick:
Please notify the rectory office for a visit to
any family member who is sick, in the hospital
or confined to home. Regular home
Communion visits are usually on the First
Friday of the month by a priest, deacon, or
minister of the Eucharist.

The following regularly-scheduled
public devotions and group tours are
cancelled until further notice:

Devotions:

Vocation Thought
Today we hear that all people, regardless of where they
come from, are called to dwell in the heavenly Jerusalem.
Christ has appointed people to remind His children of this,
and to help them to live accordingly.
If God is calling you to a Church vocation, call Fr. Andrew
Lauricella at 716-847-5535.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins
immediately after the 12:10 p.m. Mass in the
Basilica on Fridays and concludes with
Benediction at 5:00 p.m.

First Friday:
On the eve of the First Friday of each month,
there are confessions from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Mass is celebrated at 7:30 p.m. on First Friday.

Tours:
To schedule a tour of OLV Basilica, please
contact Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica
Programs, at dbosinski@olvbasilica.org or
716-828-9424.

Please pray for the
canonization of our founder,
Venerable Nelson Baker.
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