OUR LADY OF VICTORY
NATIONAL SHRINE AND BASILICA
767 Ridge Road, Lackawanna, New York 14218
Phone: (716) 828-9444; FAX: (716) 828-9429
E-mail: olvrectory@olvbasilica.org
Website: www.olvbasilica.org

Sunday, April 12, 2020 - Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
PASTOR/RECTOR:
IN RESIDENCE:

Rev. Msgr. David G. LiPuma
Rev. Msgr. Paul J. E. Burkard

PAROCHIAL VICARS:
Rev. Justin J. Steeg
Rev. Romulus Rosolowski, OFM Conv.
DEACON:

Deacon Michael V. Comerford

RECTORY OFFICE:
Until further notice, the Rectory Office will be closed.
For assistance, call (716) 828-9444 to leave a message
and someone will return your call as soon as possible.
MASSES:
We deeply regret there will be no public Masses until
further notice. The Basilica will remain open for private
prayer from 6:30 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. daily.
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE:
We sincerely apologize that due to the coronavirus
pandemic, there will be no scheduled Confessions.
Penitents aware of mortal sin are encouraged to make a
good Act of Contrition with the intent to go to Confession
the next time it is made available for the public.

SCHOOL:
2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
Mrs. Carolyn M. Kraus, Principal
Phone: (716) 828-9434
E-mail: elementary@olvbasilica.org
Website: www.ourladyofvictoryelementary.org
RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE:
2760 South Park Avenue, Lackawanna, NY
Ms. Carmelann Zomeri, Director
Phone: (716) 828-9437
E-mail: religioused@olvbasilica.org
GIFT SHOP and MUSEUM:
James Murphy, Gift Shop Manager
(716) 828-9433 / olvgiftshop@olvbasilica.org
Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs
(716) 828-9424 / dbosinski@olvbasilica.org
Until further notice, the Basilica Gift Shop & Museum
will be closed and there will be no group tours.

SUNDAY

04/12/20

OUR LADY OF VICTORY

PAGE 2

—A Message from the Pastor—
My dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
This is the day the Lord has made; let us be glad and rejoice
in it! Alleluia!
This Easter Day we celebrate Jesus’ victory over death. He
is Risen! Good Friday was not the end. Despite all that is
going on in our world and in our own personal lives right
now as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, we need more
than ever to dig down deep and appreciate the gift of our
faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Easter is a
powerful reminder that we are never, ever alone. The Risen
Christ is with us, especially in these most difficult and
challenging times. He is with us in all the people who are
putting their lives on the line to make sure that we are safe
and healthy. He is with the sick and the dying, in the
healthcare professionals who are serving them, as well as
with their families and friends. He is with us now to assure
us that when we place our faith and trust in Him, He can
and will guide us through every trial and tribulation. For
Jesus truly is the Way, the Truth, and the Life!
Our Risen Lord Jesus assures us that He can bring light
from darkness, hope from despair and truly Life from
death! In the words of St. Augustine, “We are Easter
people and alleluia is our song!” The resurrection of Jesus
is the centerpiece of our Catholic faith. On this Easter Day
and throughout the coming fifty days of the Easter season,
may we give glory and praise to God, singing our alleluias
and bearing witness to the Risen Christ by the way we live
our lives.
When our Risen Lord appeared to Mary Magdalene that
first Easter morning, He sent her to announce the Good
News to His disciples that He had truly risen from the dead.
Our Lord sends us out to do the same. He calls us to live
our faith in such a way that others will come to know, love
and believe in Him, because they will see the difference our
faith in Jesus Christ makes in our daily lives.
In the words of Pope Francis, “Let us not be closed to the
newness that God wants to bring into our lives! Are we
often weary, disheartened or sad? Do we feel weighed
down by our sins? Do we think that we won’t be able to
cope? Let us not close our hearts, let us not lose
confidence, let us never give up: there are no situations
which God cannot change, there is no sin which he cannot
forgive if only we open ourselves to him… Let the risen
Jesus enter your life, welcome him as a friend, with trust:
He is life! If up till now you have kept him at a distance,
step forward. He will receive you with open arms. If you
have been indifferent, take a risk; you won’t be
disappointed. If following him seems difficult, don’t be
afraid, trust him, be confident that he is close to you, he is
with you and he will give you the peace you are looking for
and the strength to live as he would have you do.”

My dear parish family, may we take these words of
Pope Francis to heart. During this beautiful season of
Easter, please reach out to all those who need to hear
this message of hope and the promise of New Life that
only our Lord can give. Invite others whose faith has
grown lukewarm or who, for whatever reason, have
drifted away from God and His Church, to return to the
Lord Jesus and the Sacraments, which we are so
privileged to celebrate and receive.
I know it is so very, very difficult to not be able to
gather right now for Mass and to receive the Eucharist,
especially on Easter. My special prayer is that the
longing for the Eucharist will inspire you to make a
“spiritual communion” and as soon as we are able to
celebrate Mass publicly, you will return with your family
and friends and fill our magnificent Basilica of Our Lady
of Victory with your presence and your faith and your
love for the Lord Jesus and all God’s holy people.
I pray that all of our churches will be filled again with
intentional disciples, who will never take for granted the
Real Presence of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ.
May we always realize the importance of gathering
together as Church, the People of God, to support and
strengthen one another in our journey of faith from this
life to eternal life.

Please know that, every day, Fr. Paul, Fr. Romulus,
Fr. Justin and I continue to celebrate daily private Mass
for you and your intentions. We long for the day,
hopefully sooner rather than later, when we can
celebrate Mass publicly with you.
On behalf of my brother priests here at Our Lady of
Victory, we wish you all a Blessed and Happy Easter!
May God bless you with good health and keep you and
your loved ones safe. May Father Baker intercede for
you for whatever you may need and may Our Lady of
Victory protect you!
With my love and grateful prayers,
Fr. David
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Mass Schedule
Easter Sequence
Christians, to the Paschal Victim
Offer your thankful praises!
A Lamb the sheep redeems;
Christ, who only is sinless,
Reconciles sinners to the Father.
Death and life have contended
in that combat stupendous:
The Prince of life, who died,
reigns immortal.
Speak, Mary, declaring
What you saw, wayfaring.
“The tomb of Christ, who is living,
The glory of Jesus’ resurrection;
Bright angels attesting,
The shroud and napkin resting.
Yes, Christ my hope is arisen;
To Galilee he goes before you.”
Christ indeed from death is risen,
our new life obtaining.
Have mercy, victor King,
ever reigning!
Amen. Alleluia.

(celebrated as private Masses)
—Week of April 12, 2020—
April 11—Holy Saturday
8:00 pm For the People of the Parish

April 12—Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
8:00 am For the People of the Parish
10:00 am For the People of the Parish
12:00 pm For the People of the Parish

April 13—Monday within the Octave of Easter
7:30 am Edward I. Kaczmarczyk (Anniversary of Death)
by Pat & Daughters
12:10 pm Clarence E. & Teresa A. Neamon by Estate
Clark P. Zeis by Jeanette Hejna

April 14—Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
7:30 am OLV Helping Hands Club Members
Walter & Isabel Bernacki by the Rybicki Family
12:10 pm Jacek & Theodora Saniewski by Family
Walter Burdzy (Anniversary) by the Swiech Family
7:30 pm Carole Hageman by Ron & Mary Hageman

April 15—Wednesday within the Octave of Easter
7:30 am Anelia Sasiadek by grandson David Sasiadek
12:10 pm Dennis Torba by Virginia Chmielowiec

April 16 –Thursday within the Octave of Easter
7:30 am Ronald Ziccardi by Carm & Paula
12:10 pm Margaret Mary Goulet by Mary, Diane & Amanda
In Honor of Arnold Beck’s 75th Birthday by Carol Beck

April 17—Friday within the Octave of Easter
7:30 am Michael Nayda, Sr. by son Michael Nayda
Filomena Del Vecchio by the Del Vecchio Family
12:10 pm Shirley Saeli by niece Debbie Daigler
Yolande Smith by Derek & Diane Smith & Family

April 18—Saturday within the Octave of Easter

While public Masses have been
temporarily suspended due to health
concerns, the priests at Our Lady of
Victory are saying private Masses. The
intentions listed will be offered at these
private Masses until further notice.

7:30 am Alice Milks by Michael & Marjorie Haggerty
12:10 pm Rick Smith by Colleen & Drew Creighton
4:30 pm Marie Gaca by Angelo & Josephine Sciandra

April 19—Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday)
8:00 am Gerald Whalen by Deborah Russell
10:00 am Ruth Nowicki by LouAnn Pawlak
12:00 pm Mr. & Mrs. James McMahon (Wedding Anniversary)
by Arthur J. Smith
4:30 pm Josephina Kern Klubek by Angelo & Anthony Ceccarelli
& Families
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Summary of the Readings

Weekly
Offerings
In order to continue to care
for the ongoing maintenance
of our beautiful Basilica and
to provide for the ministries of our parish, we
depend on everyone continuing their weekly
offertory donations during this time when Masses
are suspended due to the coronavirus pandemic.

To mail your contributions, please send
them to the OLV Rectory Office at:
767 Ridge Road
Lackawanna, NY 14218
OR
To make your contributions online, please visit
www.olvbasilica.org and click on the “Donate”
button at the top of the page to connect to
our new WeShare online giving program.
We are deeply grateful to your dedicated
commitment to Our Lady of Victory
National Shrine and Basilica. Thank you!

There is a brevity, a certain
terseness, in the scripture
readings for Easter Sunday.
Peter’s speech in Acts is built
of direct, pointed sentences.
Paul’s letters are based on
straightforward creed-like
statements. Even the Gospel
story only briefly recounts
what will turn out to be one
of the most remarkable
events in human history—the
resurrection of Jesus from the
dead. Advertising agents call
these encapsulated points of
information “bullet points.” Scripture scholars call them
kerygmata, or “kernels” of our faith. Actually, “kernels”
or “seeds” are good terms for these statements, since
throughout the Easter season, we will hear in the Acts of
the Apostles, the Letters of Paul, and the Gospel accounts
of the days following the Resurrection exactly how these
kerygmata began to flower, how they continued to grow
through the life of the early church. May these Easter
“seeds” of faith serve a similar purpose for us, too, so
that the life of the Risen Christ will flourish in us and
through our witness in the coming days.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

2020 Appeal
Happy Easter! Today we celebrate Jesus’
triumphant victory over death and rejoice in his
promise of eternal life. As we reflect on this special
day of ultimate hope and unconditional love, we
want to also express our deep gratitude to all who
have donated or pledged to the 2020 Appeal in
support of Catholic Charities and the Fund for the
Faith. Thank you for thinking of those most in need
in Western New York and deciding to give them the
gift of comfort, peace, healing, and hope. Together,
with your generous help, we will continue to
accomplish wonderful things! If you have not yet
made a gift, please visit ccwny.org/donation or call
(716) 218-1400 and identify yourself as a parishioner
of Our Lady of Victory. No matter the amount, your
gift makes a difference! “Think of Me.”

Vocation Thought
The Lord is risen, it is true! Through his death
and Resurrection, Jesus affords us new life. We
must now decide how we are going to live that
new life. Will we answer the call from our Lord?
If God is calling you to a Church vocation, call
Fr. Andrew Lauricella at 716-847-5535.
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Sacrament of Baptism:
Our Parish offers a special Pre-Baptism preparation
program for parents who desire to share their faith with
their children. Parents-to-be must attend this class prior
to the birth of their child. Baptisms are usually
scheduled two times each month. Call the Rectory to
register for classes. Godparents must be Confirmed and
practicing Catholics. Non-parishioners are required to
have a Letter of Recommendation to serve as a sponsor.

Sacrament of Marriage:
To be married in the Basilica, you must be an active
parishioner for at least 9 months prior to setting a date.
Engaged couples should contact the pastor before
making other wedding arrangements. Couples are
required to attend a Pre-Cana Conference, or equivalent
pre-marriage preparation program.

Letters of Recommendation:
Recommendations to act as sponsors for Baptism or
Confirmation can be issued only to registered members
of Our Lady of Victory Parish who have received the
Sacrament of Confirmation, attend Mass and receive
Holy Communion regularly, and have their children
attending a Catholic school or Religious Education
class. If married, the marriage must be in conformity
with the regulations of the Catholic Church.

Care of the Sick:
Please notify the rectory office for a visit to any family
member who is sick, in the hospital or confined to
home. Regular home Communion visits are usually on
the First Friday of the month by a priest, deacon, or
minister of the Eucharist.

The following regularly-scheduled public devotions
and group tours are cancelled until further notice:

Devotions:
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament begins
immediately after the 12:10 p.m. Mass in the Basilica
on Fridays and concludes with Benediction at 5:00 p.m.

First Friday:
On the eve of the First Friday of each month, there are
confessions from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. Mass is celebrated
at 7:30 p.m. on First Friday.

Tours:
To schedule a tour of OLV Basilica, please contact
Dianne Bosinski, Tours & Basilica Programs by email
(dbosinski@olvbasilica.org) or phone (716-828-9424).

Please pray for the
canonization of our founder,
Venerable Nelson Baker.

Donation Statements
Financial statements for 2019 are available upon
request. If you would like a statement for your
donations to our parish, please send your request
and a stamped, self-addressed envelope to
OLV Rectory, 767 Ridge Road,
Lackawanna, NY 14218.
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